
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 



oea3 



y-^^ . a. . /CO 







0|Z; I 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



A 



/ 



GENiERAL ACCOUNT. 

O F iT H E 

C A L A MI TIE S 

V 

OCCASIONED BY THE LATE TREMENDOUS ; 

HURRICANES and EARTHQUAKES 

' IN T;KE " .. > 

W i S T - 1 N D I A I S L A J^ B S, 

f'oreign as well as Poitneftlcf . 

The ^BTiTiONS to, and Resolutions of, the 
House of Commons, in Behalf of the Sufferers 
at Jamaica and Barbados : / ; 

Al s o ' 

A L 1 6 T of the Committed a5)poiQted to tpanage the 
Subfcriptioas of tl^ebeQevokSt S^aWic,,.^ Iheir 

further Relief. • \' ~ ; • . > , 

Carefully cdlatcd from 'Autheatic Papers, 

By: Mr. FOWliJER:. 

''■':" ' ^ . ■ "/ • • . • ■ 

** For he that^ves the little in his, paw Y,- • 

** The World acquits, and Heav'n dei^and* no more/* 

L^O N BO N: , ' 

Printed for J.Stockdal^^oppo&ite Burlincton-HqusEjj 
, .. ' , Piccadilly, 

^ ^iJ> W;.Ric.HARPso*ijOpposjTc Salisbury-Street, St^,4nd^, 

^: ;^ " Mdcclxxxi. 

" *• '[price one shilling and six-pence.]- •• 




^1^.; 



-'j:^ 



-Dfgitized. by Vj005 IC 






4 



■^ *^ 






XU6^958 



t^^Rl 



1 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 

JN^RODUCTION Page i 

Accounts from Jamaica i 5 

\Barbados - ■ 30 

« ; St. Lucia ■ 4^ 

]Antigua - ■» ■ 5 /J 

. The French IJlands — ~ 59 

■ St. Euftatia — — 71 

The Petitions tOy and Refolutions of the Houfey 

of Commons — . — i' 

A^UJi of the Committee for the- Management of^ 

Subfcriptions — ' — > 



Digitized 



Kj by Google 



Digitized by 



Google 













.# 








m^^^ 




m^ 






- . • 


- -. „ ^... 








mmtm 








» ^ 



lK1:ilOi>tJ'CTlOK. 



IT-isobfciir^lethatixieh ofthe4)6ft hcarti 
and «:€atd[l taleiits are agitated by ib& 
tndft violent paffions ; andJblt Is^ thi .the 
Wdft India iflahds^ which boaft dF the rieh- 
«ft foH ^tid the moft -valuable jreduiftionsi 
are more ifubgeft to hurricaiieS .and earth4 
qnafces than -any otJier J)art ctf ilie vmtld: 
Phitofophers 'haVe -fliotig^, that thefe phddr 
nomena arein ibme degree generated t^ ac^ 
Ciiintilated 'bfefts of ivind frditithpvaftjdkea 
in North. Atnerica, aboUt the autumttad equi- 
nox ; i)ut^w4iatever the caufes jnaj^'be^ thek 
effefts .are .unmercifully fevere/ TThe ,firft 
iMteBi earthmiake is that at Jamaica, tune 
^th rdpi^ WnenPoft-Roydwas totajljrmnki 
and Ib^n^fter as 1697 ^^^ ^7^2* we allb 
read of other vifitations of the fame kind 
both there and in the environts, particularfjf 
at 'Su Dorttingto, irifomuch th« the fre-f 
quendy of thdte i:alamities otoght tb operate 
^ admonitory lefTons to the inhabitdnt$<| 
fliou^h it is impoffible but they muft'be too 
oiften productive of the moft fatal confequen- 
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ces to them, for which reafon the fufFerers 
are Juftly xntitled to commiferation, and 
every relief which the emotions of fenfibi- 
lity and affeftion can adminifter on fuch 
occafi9Hs, exclufive^ of political confidera* 
tions.*' ^ 

And, indeed, fo great has been the na- 
tional conccriy for the prefent diftreffe^ of 
jhqfe unhappy colonifts, that our propenfity 
^oi; afts of benevolence appears in the moft 
amiable light-— We are more ready, to give 
thm they to »afk. Foreigners admire our 
fcharafteriflrc generofity. Portugal is not 
iplTs^grateful for our-friendly offices with re- 
i^.^. fo the reftoratibn of Liffeon, than Bar- 
bados is for fhat of Bridgetown^: nor will this, 
ill'anci ox Jamaica, which have always de- 
monftrated iah. unfliaken loyalty to their fo-^ 
yi^reign,^ ever forget the obligations that^ 
»bw*await them. 

, To comprehend the degree of their cala- 
huties,ja bare perufal of the accounts wc 
^^rftalready/urnifhed wltli^wQl be fufE<Si?nt— 
tKe ^pwe^rs pf rhetoric are fuperfluotis, whea 
i^^e firiofl:^ axtlefs language muft melt the ob* 
^.iirate, and Incline them to pity pv^ ene- 
jpgiies nj fimilar iJtuations. Happy England I 
the temperature of whofe climate exempts 
h,er from the war of the elements, ^hoiig^ 

' " ■ * ' not ■ 
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not from the ravages of perfidy and afli«' 
bition! 

It having been fuggefted, that a compila^ 
tion of authentic papers and documents 
might be ferviceable to the caufe of humai- 
nity, there requires little or ijo apology for 
this pamphlet. It will alfo favc much trou- 
ble to the curious, and be a faithful record 
of perhaps the moll complicated and univer- 
fal cataftrophe that ever yet befel the iflaiid? 
und^r opr immediate contepipUtiQUt 
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tECTrON L 

ACCOUNTS rROM JAMAICA. 

Cafst ^ ^ ljetttrfr$m M^ General I>alli7tg, Gatoer^ 
mr cf the Iftand of Jamaica^ to Lor Ji George Gir^ 
main^ one of bis Majeftfs Principai Secretaries of 
Sfatty received by his Mareftfs Shop jHert^ Cap^ 
twheVa/hony and fuhli/iea in the London Gazette^ 
Jam. 12, 17S1. 

My Lord, Jamaica^ OS. 20, ijrSa 

I AM forry to be under xh^ di&greeable necef-^ 
fity of informing your Lordfbip of one of the 
moft dreadful c^anaicies that haa happened to 
this colony within the memory of the oldeft kiha^ 
bitant. 

On Monday the 2d inftant, the weather being 
very clofe, the Iky on a fudden became very much 
oyercaft, and an uncommon elevation q£ the lea 
immediately followed, Whilfi: the unhappy fettlers 
^t Savapria Isi Mar were bbfervin^ this extracutli^ 
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nary phasnomenon, the fea broke fuddenly in upon 
the town, and on its retreat fwcpt every thing away 
with it, fo as not to leave the fmalleft veftige of man, 
bead, or houfe behind. This moft dreadful cata* 
ftrophe was fucceeded by the moft terrible hurri- 
cane that ever was felt in this country, with re- 
peated fhocks of an earthquake, which has almoft 
totally demoHQicd every building in the pariflies of 
Weftmoreland, Hanover, part of St. James's, and 
fome part of Elizabeth's, and killed numbers of 
the white inhabitants, as well as of the negroes. 
The wretched inhabitants are in a truly wretched 
fituation, not a houfe ftanding to ihelter them from 
from the inclemency of the weather, nor cloaths to 
cover them, every thing being loft in the -general 
wreck 9 aiid, what is ftill more dreadful, famine 
ftaring them full in the face. 

To obviate in fome degree the cdnfequence of 
thi? ipoft dreadful calamity, I have called a meet- 
ing of the Kingftori merchants, who have geqc- 
roufly fent down to the unhappy fufferers j£ 10,000 
value in different kinds of prbvifions, cloathin^ 
ScCr which will be a temporary relief, until their 
diftreflcs can be nK>re effcdually relieved, either- 
from home or from America, whither I am fending; 
fome veflels in queft of rice, or fqch other provi- 
fions as can be procured. In the parifh of Weft- 
moreland the damage, by the report of the comr 
mittce appointed, to take into cqnfideration the 
amount of their lofles, amounts to ;£950,00Q 
this currency. In that of Hanover, one-fourtf^ 
of the abfolute property is loft for ever. In that 
of that of St. James's the ravage, though very 
' great, yet has not been fo fatal as in the other two/ 
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.In ihprf, my Lord, the devaftation, isiipmcnle. 
The. inclofed, paper may give your Lordfhip fon>c 
faint idea of the diftreiles of the poor inhabitants, 
who now look up to their mod gracious fovercign, 
in their truly calamitous fituation, for forpe aUc- 
viatipn of their very great fufferings* 

l^he Monarch transport havbg the Spanifh pri- 
foners from St. John's on board, failed from Sa- 
' vanna la Mar, on her way to Kingfton, on the ift 
of Oftober ; biit not having been heard of fincc, 
it is much feared that (he alfo has experienced the 
dreadful efFefts of the late hurricane, and that 
every foul on board pcrilhed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

JOHN dalling: 

Copy gf a Letter from the Inhabitants of Savanna 
la Mdr to Governor^ Dalkng, dated OSober 8^ 
1780. 4 

S I R, 

THE remaining diftrclfed inhabitants of the 
place where Savanna la Mar once ftood, b^ leave 
to acquaint your Excellency of a moft dreadful 

-calamity, which befel that tmfortunate town on 
Tuefday the 3d inftant. The weather had ap- 
peared very indifferent for fome days before, but 

' that morning the wind became more violent than 
ufual, with a moft terrible fwell of the fca, which, 
by afternoon, incrcafed to fuch a degree, that it 
has not left the wreck of fix houfes on both the 
bay and Savanna, and not lefs than 300 people of 
ttll colours were drowned or buried- in the ruins; 
- . '■ ^- fuch 
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fotti tfcttibleSiatDdc was never fech k the OOimoif 
of tlnj qldeft perfert Aere, liiw can words or wrif^ 
ing convey ah ifleaiuitable to the ^pjtffcrit 'fccfie, ; 
' Otir accounts from the troantrjr, ; and aUo from 
ttanbve^ »t equally; trieHancholy. j Malice a Tioufc 
Handing on any ^ace, artfl all theprovofian&dc- 
iboyca. tt is feme xjqmfort, howevetj to undor^ 
ftand* that Ae ndlente has nojt extended teiy far^ 
«nd"uiHt the line ni^y, perliaps, be di'awn frorrt 
"Btacftelds dir^aiy norfhwards. 

Wtat ^arms tis. md& at^prefent }i>the dread of 
femine, wtxidh 'flrafes us in the facej and if we 
have not fome fpeedy rdief of bread^kind. thefeW 
that have furvived/that tnflfbrtunate day^ill moft. 
prc^)A>ly .faQt\^i]jKiins:iac>ibe more miferable fate of 
beriftiing with hunger. In this diftreis we mu&, 
iook^ ibeitawn 'af Itij^giton fer .relief % Iheit ^ho* 
tnapJty^ It is \^ be Jifi|fed, witt not H^ffei \n to. pe- 
tifh for want* or take any advantage of j^^t* imi- 
fcry and wretchcdnefs, which God knows is al- 
mod: as great as it can be, feeing the;! calamity 
has J^een fo-^general, that no .one can irthy. ]m 
.fteigfibourt^ neither have many t)f us ftilt^r 
/for onr heads from the inckmency of ^hie .wjbsj- 
the^ br8oaths to cov^r us,i flven:fire, dreadful 
as it ^ h nothing to Vhat we jhave So Late^ eje^ 
^rienced.; 
'"^eliive^^wiieaddifclfe^^ the ♦admiral rOrh this 
occaTion^ tvhich wcinolofbopen to ;;^uri€Bficeli60l^4 
'and*Kave,no.doubt jou will ^back.it wi(h:ali ^our 
iafluence. 

As a-fpcciriicn rof -thedeftrjuclion-of .dwfi^Jiabl-* 
tant$, .We mention that of .Dr. jKmg^s 4fto8ife» lui 
Nvhich were t^ whites and about forty negroes, and 
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tHft a fingle pfcrlbn out of cfae whek has efcapM 
drowning. The fea flowed up half a mile beyond 
its ufual ooundj tvtn to the Iwight of ten feet* 

We are, &c» 
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AdmraUy Office^ Jan. 2| ijtu 

limkiuM M^erofy^ ^f bis Majeftfs flot^ Jkrf^ 

arrived at ibis ^ffife lafi nigbt, witb (tifpatciis 

from Vict^AimiTal Sir Peter Parker^ commander 

in chief frf bis Myefifs Jbips and veffels at 

Jammca^ to Mr. Stephens^ dated tbe .6tb cf 

November 1780, cf wbicb tbe foUewing is an 

extra£i : 

. HIS majefty's br^ the Alert having ^in been 

obliged XQ put back with the governor's difpatcKes 

gnd mine, and applications having been made te 

Ine from the governor and council, and the Ice- 

B ward 
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♦ard parifhes of this ifland that have fuffercd nooft 
by the late hurricane on the 2d ult. for a king*s 
veffel to be fent exprefs to England with the ac- 
count of the calamity, I have altered the deftina- 
tion of the Alert, and ftie is to fail to-morrow ex- 
prefs for England, 

It is with much concern that I give the follow- 
ing detail of the difafters which have befallen forac 
of the (hips and velTels on this ftation in the late 
hurricanes* The fourth of laft month, at half paft 
five in tlie morning, his majefty's Ihip the Phoenix 
was wrecked on the ifland of Cuba, about three 
leagues to the eaftward of Cape Cruz, in a moft 
dreadful hurricane-, and, according to Sir Hyde 
Parker's feprefentation, if Ihe had not been drove 
on Ihore, me muft foon have foundered ; all the 
Ihip's company were faved except twenty, moft of 
whom were loft, with ihe main-maft, and wafhed 
overboard : Sir Hyde Parker difpatched his firft 
lieutenant, Mr. Archei*, in one olf the (hip's boats 
to Montego Bay for affiftance ; and by the 1 1 th 
all that remained of the fhip's crew, to the number 
of' two hundred and forty, wfcre embarked on 
board of hi^ majefty's floop Porcupine, and three 
(hallops, and arrived fafe in Montego Bay the 15th 
inftant. His rtiajefty's floops the Barbados and 
Viftor, and bis majefty's (hip tlie Scarborough, 
were in the hurricane. The two former, it is ap- 
prehended, are foundered, but the latter, I am 
in hopes, is fafe •, (he was under orders to proceed 
to St. Juan's on the Spani(h main, and as the hur- 
ricane run in veins (he may have efc^ped, as well 
as the Pallas, Diamond^ Pelican, and Lowcftoffe, 

who 
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who were glfo at fca at the time, and arc all arrived 
fafe, vfithout any damage whatever. 

The Pomona arrived the 24th with the bowlJ?rit 
and fore maft fprung, and niizen-niaft. gone : and 
on the 26th Rear- Admiral Rowley arrived in the 
Grafton with the following (hips, from convoying 
the trade part of their way to Europe, viz. He^or, 
Briftol, Trident, and Ruby, all of them difablerf, 
and moftly difmafted. 

The Ulyflcs arrived the fame day without main 
or mizen-maft, having thrown all her upper deck 
guns overboard. 

Captain Stewart has informed me that he is go- 
ing to England with the Berwick difmafted. I hope 
that the Thunderer and Stirling Caftle are alfd on 
their paffage home -, for I have not as yet received 
any intelligence of thofe fhipg. 

By the different accounts which I have received, 
I find that the late ftorms have vifited the wind^ 
ward iflands as well as the feas. The 28th paft his 
majefty's fliip the Egmont arrived here from Sr. 
Lucia totally difmafted, and her frame much fna- 
ken. On the 29th the Endymion arrived at this 
port from a cruize to the windward of Martinico, 
. with only the fore-maft ftanding. She brought in 
with her two French fliips, named the Marquis dc 
Brancas and the L'Eole, which fhe took on her 
way hither. The former was laden with provifiqns^ 
and the latter had one hundred and fifty foldiers 
on board, part of the regiment of Touraine, com- 
manded by a Captain de Marcy. Thefe two fhips 
were on the nth of Oftober, forced, with many 
others, out from St. Pierre's Road, Martinico, by 
the violence of the ftorm. 

B z Fkqm 
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From the kiNGSTON GAZETTE- 

Monte^q j^ay, Oil. 7. 

ON Monday night the 2d inftant, abou; 
twelve o'clock, there came on a ftorm of wind an4 
lrain> which continued" with unremitted perfeveranc^ 
and violence from the fouth-eaft, until twelve 
o'clock on Tuefdajr •, the weather appeared to be 
then a little moderated, and continued ib much 
abated until between three and four o'clock in th^ 
evening, as to furnifh no immediate indications of 
ah approacUng ftorm. About fcfur o'clock the 
wind ieemed to be quite foutherly \ but increaied 
(accompanied with incef&nt rain) to fuch an ama* 
dng decree, as about dark to threats general ruifi 
and deftruftion. The darknefs of the night adde4 
now frefh horrors to the general apprehenfions ; 
and a circumftance which, on ordinary occa&ons, 
would have been confidered as peculiarly terrifying 
(theimmenfe and prodigious flaihes of lightning 
which regularly fuccecrfcd each other) was an alle- 
viation to the general ronftcrnation, and the only 
fecurity to the very few whofe peculiar fituationa 
permitted or inclined them to venture through the 
ilreets, and aflford comfort and relief to the dif- 
treffes of their neighbours. Abput twelve o'clock, 
from the befl; of our information, and our own re- 
colledijon, the ftorm began to abat? \ but the many 
inftances of defolation and diftreft, which even thep 
jprcferited thcmfelye s to our view, and which wc 
began to be apprized of from different (quarters <;£ 
the town, afforded fuggeftions to the mind, whi^b 
rendered the approach of mom truly t^rribk* 

Our 
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Pbr defcripdvc powers^ we a^^ow^i^e^ arr 
inadequate to the tai^ of.itp{^G|£9g^;9i;ur rcadei^ 
with proper ideas of the many and vancga^ted Jcena 
4)f f^alaixiity and diftrefs which fhe c^w^d^ypre- 
fented to our view ^ the face of nature feemed to- 
tally chai\ged 1 the mountains, as^w?^ 9f tkw 
load, and dropping up^ thf preflure of ^ iupcr 
rior influence, which diey coulc} neither ^ypipqrt or 
reAfty had adopted a new form, and appeal^ dil^ 
mantled of thofe lofty verdant trees, which conr 
ftituted thtir. grandeur afid eiecellence, and forr 
merly had rendered them beautiful and agreei^le 19 
the fight. 

it IS impoflible, at prefent, to recount the par- 
ticular lofies of every individual 9 many houfe^ in 
this town have been deftroyed ; among the princi- 
pal fufferers are Mr. Vincent, t>u Mocterflied, thf: 
cftate of James Lugg, Mr, Whitakcr, Mr. Sto^ • 
thert, and the barracks of Fort Frederick. The 
darknels of the night rendered it ip>poflib)e to at«* 
tend to the fate of thefhips Lady's. A4vent^r« aii4 
Jjcno^y which were in the harbcmr when the ik>rm 
commenced ; the moil probable and f^voufabk con? 
jedure which could be made upon their being mi(fe4 
in the morning, was their having put to fea in the 
night, and no fymptoms of wrecks having yet ^^ 
peared to difcredit this conjeftupe, we are m hourly 
and impatient expedbation ch feeing them, or hearing 
of their fafety^ All the fmaller craft in the har«- 
bour, together with the (hip Petersfield, which had 
been prcfcrved and repaired after the (hipwi!e<:k of 
lad February, are all totally loft % and the brigan^ 
tin? Jane> which had gone down a few days befoK to 

Ci?«at 
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Great River, a place of apparent fafcty, had been 
drove* ^Ihdre, but we arc informed will be got off 
with very little damage. 

Our informations frop the country are truly 
alarming ;* few eftatcs in this parifh have efcaped 
without fome damage.; many fets of works and 
dwelling-houfes are thrown down ; the canes in ge- 
neral have fuffer^d much ; but the lofs of all the 
plantain-walks, without exception, is an aggrava- 
tion of the general calatmity, which canhot foil of 
exciting fentiments of compaffion and regret for 
the condition of pur fellow-creatures, who may 
fuffer from the lofs of the moft effential part of 
their fupport. 

What we have yet recited falls far (hort of thfe 
accounts which we hourly receive of the damage 
done in Hanoyer and Weftmoreland. On Lucea 
Bay only two houfes remain ftanding, and his ma- 
Jeff y's (loop Badger, which happened to be in the 
harbour, nojwithftanding her being held by three 
anchors a-head, was drove a(hore by the violence 
of the ftorm, with the lofs of her mafts; but we 
are informed will be gotoflF, An univerfal devafta- 
lion and ruin has prevailed in the country ; all the 
eftates and works are almoft totally deftroyed ; the 
dwelling-houfc of Batchelor*s Hall, Saltfpring, 
Campbellton, Kendall, and of the whole parifli in 
general, are thrown down and in ruins ; numbers 
of negrpes, and many white people,- are faid to be 
loft ; thole of the latter defcriptioh, who have yet 
come to our knowledge, are Meff. M, and S. Dias, 
gentlemen of the Jewiifh nation, much refpefted 
and regretted by all their acquaintances \ and a cat^ 
pentcr at Houghton Tow6r cftate. 
^ 0«r 
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Our accounts from Weftmoreland arc not au- 
thentic : from fomc gentlemen, however, who are 
arrived from the affizes held there, we learn, that 
. Savanna la Mar is entirely demolifhed, not a fingle 
houfe having refilled the violence of the ftorm but 
. Mr. Lopez's, and that all the (hipping in the har- 
bour are drove alhorc. We have no authority for 
faying any thi;ng of the fituation of the eftates in 
. that parifh ; but there is too much reafon, we fear, 
to apprehend that they have fufFered equally with 
thofe m Hanover. 

In alleviation to thefe accumulated fcenes of dif- 
after and diftrefles, we are neverthelefs happy to 
. inform our readers, that our information from wind- 
ward is much more favourable than we expefted, 
few eftates in Trelawny having fuftained any other 
lofs than that pf fome plantain- walks thrown down, 
and cane-pieces lodged ; and that the damage done 
in St. Ann's is ftill Icfs inconfiderable : we have, 
however, to regret the fate of the ihip Elliot, which 
.lay in Kio Bubno harbour; we are informed that 
fhe was drove on fliore, but will be gpt off with 
little lofs. 

We cgnnot conclude this account of the dangers 
we have furpaffed, the difafters which have hap- 
pened to individuals, the general calamity which 
fo materially affeAed and changed the common or- 
der of things, and threatened a general and total 
wreck and diffolution of nature, without contem- 
plating that divine and omnipotent Providence who 
mercifully interpofed in our prefervation, and has 
yet left us in a fituation capable in time, by appli* 
catioQ and induftry, of overcoming our hardflbips 
and difficulties. 

Si. 
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Sl Jagb de la Fega^ OS. 12. 
In addition to. the relation erf" the dreadful effeds 
of the late hurricane publifhed in the Cornwall 
Chronicle, and which we have cxtra6bed for the fa* 
tisfaftion of our readers^ w* have yet the painful 
tafk of communicating fuch particulars of its ra* 
vages in the parifli of Weftmorcland aS have coWc 
to our knowledge. On the afternoon of Tuefday 
the jd inftant, about three o'clock, the wind be- 
gan there, to Wow very hard from the fouth-eaft, 
accompanied. with heavy rains; and by four had 
acquired fuch ftrength, as to tear the trees up by 
the rbotsi and ftrip the houfcs of their (hingles. 
Bcti*een five and fix the fea be^n to rife, and con- 
tinued fdr neat ftn hour to fwell to a moft amazing 
hei^k, ovtrflowirtg the iil-fated town of Savanna 
la MAr and the low lands adjacent. From this time 
until eight o'clock, the force of the winds, and the 
impetuofity of the waves, overthrew and demolifli- 
ed every houfe in that unfortunate place, and bu- 
jfied moft of its inhabitants in the ruins. A little 
rfrer eight it began to abate, but neverthelefs con- 
tinued, to blow very hard until midnight, ^hen the 
wiod reired found to the weftward. No pen can 
defcribe the horrors of the fcene which the morn^- 
Ijfifg prcfented to the fight of the few who furvived 
to lament thfe fate of their wretched neighbours % 
tfie earth ftrewed with the mangled bodies of th* 
dead and dyihg, foihe With broken lithbs, who hi 
thil fituarion had beeh tbfiW about duriiig thi 
ftorm, and sifterwards left on the wet naked earthy 
to languifli out the night in agonies, with no hand 
to hcipthem, or eye to pity them. Humanity tt- 
coils at the contemplation of fuch unheard^ ca«« 
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lamities ^ and every feeling heart muft melt at the 
bare recital ! 

We are informed by gentlemen who are juft ar- 
rived from that quarter, that the bodies of eighty 
white perfons have already been found, and many ' 
more are expcfted to be dug out of the ruins ; and 
that it is thought not lefs than four hundred whites 
and negroes muft have periihed in and about Sa- 
vanna la Mar. 

The Ihips Henry, Princefs Royal, and Auftin* 
•Hall, then at anchor in the harbour, with two or- 
three doggers, were. driven from their moorings, 
and carried a confiderable way up into the morafs, 
from whence it will be impoffible to get them off,- 
The Princefs Royal had four anchors out, and 
the crew were attempting to get out a fifth, when 
the wind carrried it fairly off the deck fome dif- 
tance into the fea. One of the (hips went over th^i 
forr, the parapet of which at other times is about 
fifteen feet above the level of the water. The 
Trimmer, a packet from Rattan, which lay at 
Blucfields, was likewife fent aftiore, but all the 
hands were faved, though fome belonging to the 
other veflels were loft. 

Throughout the whole parifli of Weftmoreland, 
from the beft information we can obtain, there is 
not a dwelling-houfe, out-houfe, or a fet of works, 
on any of the eftates left ftanding. The canes; 
corn, piantain-trees, and every produftion of the 
earth deftroyed. At one eftate, Blue Caftle, re- 
-port fayS, that 200 negroes were killed in a boil- 
ing-jfeoufe, whither they had fled for flielter. Along 
the fea^coaft many dead bodies fcattered about, 
probably- driven afhore from fome wreck^ meet 
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the eye of the paflenger, and one uniform fcene of 
defolation and devaftation overfpreads the face of 
that part of the country* 

From St. Elizabeth our accounts arc much 
more favourable. Some eftates there have fufFered, 
but in a far lefs degree than thofe in Weftmoreland, 
Hanover, and St. James, over which the greateft 
force of the hurricane feems to have pafled. At 
Black River a few houfes are overthrown, but. none 
of any confequence. Some plantain<*walks, cai^es 
and corn pieces are likewife deftroyed. 

A letter from Lucea fays, that upwards of 400 
perfons, white and black, periihed in that town 
9nd neighbourhood. 

Laft night, a few minutes aftcn ten o'clock, two 
imart Ihocks of an earthquake were felt here. 

^ Mont^o Bay J OEt. 14. 

Liji of wbfU People found dead and fnijjing from 
the late dreadful Hurricane on the ^d injiant. 

Mrs.Gibfon and two children; Charlotte Wood- 
roofe and child \ Eleanor Little ; Tho. King, his 
wife and four children ; Dr. James Forbes ; Alex- 
ander Dallas ; Captain Mafon's child ; James 
>Jeft)itt; Mrs. Ward; William Antrobus jun. 
Arthur Hornby ; Don^ild M*Lcan, wife and child ; 
Patrick M'Dowall 5 Cornelius Chapman ; James 
HoUifter; Richard Wigley; Mofes Nunez, jun. 
Ifaac Nunez ; Mrs. Slap; T. Carter; Catherine 
McDowell ; Elizabeth Catenefs ; Dr. S. J. Light- 
foot 5 William Lowther ; Mrs. Appleby and child ; 
Mrs. AUwood and child; John Fitzgerald ; Aaron 
Touro ; Rachael Touro •, Charles Payne's chikl ; 
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three gentlemen from the north fide; Mrs. Cur-* 
phy*s two children •, Elizabeth M'Dowell ; Mrs- 
Fowler and one child ; Robert Johnfon ; Mr. 
O'Conacher; Mr. Finch, a carpenter; Mr.M'Lcod^ 
a Taylor ; N. Thomfon \ Corporal Wills ; Mrs^ 
Newftead; Antonio and two Children; Donald 
Campbell ; a white man that came paflenger in 
Captain Harvey from town ; and John Scoon^ 
Total of whites 63. About 50 mulattoes, and 25Q 
negro flaves* 

The Ihip Lenox, which, together with the Lar 
dies Adventure, was drove to fea the night of the 
ftorm, is returned again with the lofs of her main* 
maft, and is fince gone down to Lucea. Her ar* 
rival with fo little damage affords yet a favourn 
able profpeft of the fafety of the ihip Ladies Ad-> 
venture. 

A letter from St. Elizabeth's informs us, that 
on Saturday laft appeared off White-Houfe, in that 
parilh, the hull of a large veflel, but being a 
rainy and foggy day, the wreck was not diftin^ly 
feen till the next morning, when feyeral of the im 
habitants attempted getting on board in a canoe^ 
but an eafterly wind . fetting in very fmart, they 
were obliged to return to the Ihore. The wreck 
made a fignal by hoifting up a white cloth, Wc 
are at a lofs to conjefture what this may be. 

We muft add to our laft account of the misfor-. 
tunes in Hanover, the lofs of Mr. John RriiTet's 
eldcft fon. Dr. Hall's ditto, and Mrs. Charles Sa-» 
muel's fon and three daughters, and a fQurth 
daughter's thigh difloc^ted. 

The ovcrfecr of Mexico's eftate in Naflku was 
drowned in the late ftorm. 

C a St. 
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5/. Jago de la Fega, Oil, 19. The honourable 
the aflfembly met here on Tuefday laft, but there 
not being a fufEcicnt number of Members prefent 
to proceed to bufinefs, and the honourable the 
fpeaker being neceffarily detamed in Weftmore- 
land, in providing for the accommodation of his 
family, which has fufFered greatly in the late hur- 
ricane, his excellency the governor was pleafed 
td prorogue the Houfe to Tuefday the 7th of No- 
vember next, then to meet and proceed to bufi- 
nefs. 

' At a general meeting of the inhabitants of King- 
fton on Saturday laft, to take into confideration 
the moft fpeedy and effeftual means of relieving 
the diftreffes in which the late dreadful ftorm has 
involved the leeward part of this ifland, we are in- 
formed a very capital fum was fubfcribed by way 
of loan, and every meafure adopted which could 
add efficacy to their benevolence, 

A fubfcription for the fame humane and. bene- 
volent purpofe is likewife begun in this town, at 
the head of which, we hear, ftands the name of 
his excellency General Dalling, who has fubfcribed 
the fum of 2000I, 

WESTMORELAND. 

At a mteting of a number of the inhabitants of 
the parifh of Weftmoreland, at Mr. David Finlay- 
fon's houfe, in Savanna la Mar, on Wcdnefday the 
, 1 8th of Oftober 1780, to confult on the moft eli- 
gible means for alleviating the diftreflcs of the un- 
happy fufferers by the ftorm of the 3d inft, to 
rebuild a court^houfe, to hold the courts for the 
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Cornwall affize, and to ereft a county town for the 
accommodation of trade, and the inhabit^ts, &c. 

The <!uftos and many . of the magiftrates being 
prcfent, letters from his excellency the governor, 
the honourable the cuftos rotulorum of St* James's, 
and from, the chamber of commerce,^ were read at 
the meeting, and after George Murray, Efq. and 
fome other gentlemen of the parifh, communicated 
the fteps they had taken previous to this meeting, 
and before it was poffible to fummons the juftices 
and veftry, the gentlemen prefcnt came to the fol- 
lowing refolutions : • 

( Refolved,, That the letter wrote by. the gentle- 
men of the parifli to his excellency the governor,' 
to the admiral, and to the chamber of commerce, 
reprefenting the fituation of this parifti by the 
violence of the ftorm, and requefting afliftance, be 
unanimoudy approved of, 

Refolved, That the honourable John Cope, 
William Blake, George Murray, Jeremiah Meyer, 
^nd William Hylton, Efqrs. or any three of them, 
be a committee to anfwer the letters from his ex- 
cellency the governor, and chamber of commerce, 
to return the moft grateful thanks of this parifli, 
for the very polite and humane tender of fervices 
to the fufferers thereof, as well as for the fending 
veffels with provifions for their relief, and for the 
ready ^rant of a convoy for their proteftion by the 
admiral. 

Refolved, That the above committee be ap- 
pointed to correJ'pond with the reprefentatives of 
this parifli during the prefcnt feflion of the aflem- 
bly, as well as with the gentlemen of the other pa- 
rifties. 

Refolved. 
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Refolvcd, That John Lewis, Robert Dunfton 
Woollcry, James Williams, William Bofley, and 
James Robert Tomlinfon, Efqrs* or any three of 
them, be delegates to meet the juftices and veilry 
men, and others the inhabitants of St. James's, in 
conformity to the fecond, third, and fourth refo- 
lutions of their meeting of the twelfth of Oftober 
inftant ; and that the clerk of the veilry do write 
to the honourable the cuftos rotulorum of faid 
pariih, to return thanks for the polite attention 
of the inhabitants to this pariih in this feaibn of 
diftrefs, and inclofe a copy of thefe rcfolves. 

Refolved, That the inhabitants of this pariih, 
whether proprietors, attornies, merchants, or others^ 
that have become fuflferers by the late ftorm, be 
requefted to give in an eftimate of their lofles fuf- 
tained, to the clerk of the veftry by or before the 
30th day of Oftober inftant. 

Refolved, That the thanks of the pari(h, in the 
name of this meeting, be given, in a public man- 
ner, to Mr. David Finlayfon, for his very humane 
reception of a number of the diftrefled, on the 
night of the ftorm, and for the hofpitality and 
and protection he ftill continues to pradife to the 
fuflferers, as well as for the ufe of the remains of 
his houfe, which he civilly makes an offer of for all 
public meetings, until the parifh can be better ac- 
commodated. 

Refolved, That it be recommended to all plant- 
ers, p^n-keepers, and others, that rftay be in cir- 
cumftanccs to relieve the diftrefled, to contribute 
thereunto, by fending cattle and other provifions, 
to be killed at Mr. Finlayfon's, for the ufe of the 
inhabitants of Savanna la Mar ^ and that all per- 
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fons fp humanely dtfpofed do fubfcribe their names» 
that application may be made to them for the re« 
gulation of the killing days. 

Refolved, That a committee. be appointed to 
treat with Mr. George Lefalie for the purchafe of 
his land on Savanna la Mar Bay, for the purpofe 
of erefting a court-houfe : and when bought to 
make out a plan, and advertife for tradefmen^to 
build the fame in the moft effedtual and expedi- 
tious manner, and to. endeavour to have the fame 
completed in (ix months. 

Refolved, That William Beckford, George- 
Murray, Jeremiah Meyler, William Bofley, John 
Lewis, and Rooert Pinkiiey, Efars. be a com- 
mittee to carry the above refolve Ufto execution. 

Refolved, That application be made to the ho- 
nourable the aflembly to have a bill pafled for veil- 
ing all the lands of the town of Savanna la Mar, 
by purchafe at a valuation in trullees, to lay the 
town out anew in a more regular manner, ac- 
cording to fuch a plan as they may approve of, 
and to fell the fame out in lots, fubjeA to fuch 
condition of building houfes, as they may think 
right to limit -, and to authorize them to have 
beadles and watch, ice. 

Refolved, That application be made to the af- 
fembly to borrow the fum of loool. granted by 
a former felfion, for the purpofe of building a 
gaol, and not taken up from the receivcr-gencral, 
to be applied to the building of the court-houfe, 
the parilh to pay intcreft for the fame, and refund 
the prii\cipal in four years. 

Refolved, That until fuch time as the town of 
Savanna la Mar can have the aflize-court, the 
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honourable the' aflcmbly be applied to, to'pafsa* 
Ihort bill to.make all fuch as have caufcs to try, in 
the county of Cornwall, to change the venue to 
the fupreme court. 

Refolved, That the above refolutions be pub- 
liihed for one month in the Cornwall Chronicle. 
By order of the above meeting, - ' 

THOMAS BARKER, ClkVeftry. 

f ROM THE JAMAICA ROYAL GAZETTE.' 

Si. Jago ^eja Fega^ OS. 12. 

At Savanna brMar, on the.^ternoonof Tuef- 
day the 3d inftant, about three o'clock, the wind 
began to blow very hard from the Ibuth-eaft, ac- 
companied with heavy r^inSt and- by four had aq- 
quired fuch ftrength as to tear, the trees up by the 
roots and ftrip the houfes of their (hingles. Be- 
tween five and fix the fea, began to rife, and cpnti-. 
nued for near an hour to fwell to a moft amaz;*- 
ing lieight, overflowing the ill-fated town of Sa-> ' 
vanna la Mar and the low lands adjacent. From 
this time until eight o'clock the force of the winds 
and the impetuofi'ty of the waves overthrew and " 
demoliflied every houfe in that unfortunate place, 
and buried moft of the inhabitants in the ruins. 
A litde after eight it began to abate, but never- • 
thelefs continued to blow very hard until midnight, 
when, the wind.v^red round to the wcftward# 
No pen can defcribe the horrors of the fccne 
which the morning prcfented to the fight of the f«w 
whofurvived to lament (he fate of their wretched 
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HCigWiours i the earth ftfewed with thi iriaiigled 
bodies of the dead and dying, fome with broken 
limbs, who^ in that fituation^ had been toiled 
about during the ftorm^ and afterwards left on the 
Wet naked earth to languifh out the night in ago- 
hies, with no hand to heJp, or eye to pitj them. 
Humanity recoils at the contemplation of fuch un-^ 
heard-of calamities ; and evciy &eling heart txiuft: 
melt at the barfc recital. 

The names of tJie urlhappy fuffercrs which we 
have yet been able to learn are : The comptroller - 
of that port Mt. M*Dowall, Dr. King, his wife, 
and two afliitants ; MefTrs. Forbes and Dallas, and 
four ehildreiij Mr. Ncibit, a carpenter; Mrs. 
AllWood and three children $ Mrs; Gtbibn and two 
children ^ Mr. Jdiii Fitzgerald ) Dr. Lightfoot ; 
Mr. William Antrobus jun. Meffrs. Aaron Touro 
imd Mofes Nunes^ and the nephew of the latter i 
Mifs Pefoa i a child of Mr. Payne ; Mr, M*Lean, 
his wife and ehildren ; Mrs. Slap 5 Mrs. Little^ 
three Quaditioh children, and a great number of 
hesroes. We afe informed by gentlemen who aW 
juft arrived from that quarter, that the bodies of 
eighty white perfons have already been found, and 
thany more are ejqpefted to be dug out of the ruins^ 
and that it is thought not lefs than 400 white and 
liegroes muft have perifbed in and about Savannai 
la Mar. 

The (hips Hcnry^ Princefs Royal, arid Auftirt 
Hall, then at anchor in the harbour, with two or 
three doggers, were driven from their moorings, 
and carried a confiderable way up into the mordfs ^ 
from whence it will be impofflble to get them off. 
The Princefs Royal had four anchors out, and the 
D crew 
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crew were attempting to get out the fifth, when 
the wind carried it fairly off the deck Ibme diftance 
into the fea. One of the ftiips went over the fort, 
the parapet of which, at other times, is about fif- 
teen feet above the level of the water. The Trim- 
mer, a packet from Rattan, which lay at Bluer 
£clds, wa^ likewife fent afliore, but all the hands' 
were faved, though fome belonging to the other 
veffels were loft. 

Throughout the whole parifli of Weftmoreland, 
from the beft information we can obtain, there is 
not a dwelling-houfe, out-houfe, or a fct of works 
on any of the eftates left (landing ; the canes, corn, 
plaintain-trees, and every produAion of the earth 
deftroyed. At one eftate. Blue Caftle, report fays, 
that 200 negroes were killed in a boiling-houfe, 
whither they had fled for (hclter : along the fea- 
coaft many dead bodies fcattefed about, probably 
driven alhore from fome wreck, meet the eye of 
the pai!cnger, and one uniform fcene of defolation 
and devaftation overfpreads the face of that part 
of the country^ 

From Stv Elizabeth our accounts arc much 
more favourable : fome eftates there have fuffercd, 
but in a far kfs degree than thofe in Weftmore- 
land, Hanover, and St. Jameses, over which the 
greateft force of the hurricane feems to have pafled. 
At Black-River a few houfes are overthrown, 
but none of any confequcnce. Some plantain 
walks, cane afxd corn pieces, arc likewife deftroyed^ 

A letter from Lucea fays, that upwards of 400 
perfons, white and black, periihed in that town 
and neighbourhood. 

A gentleman from Savanna la Mar gives the 

follow- 
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following relation of the fatal cataflrophe of that 
devoted town : 

On Tiiefday the 3d inftant, about one o'clock 
in the afternoon, the gale began from the S. E. 
and continued increafing with accumulated vio* 
lencc until four, when it veered to the South, and 
became a perfeft tempcft, which lafted in full 
force till near eight j it then abated. The fca, 
during the laft period, exhibited a moft awful 
fcene; the waves fwelled to an unufual height, 
rufhed with an impetuofity, not to be dcfcribed, 
on the land, and in a few minutes determined the 
fate of all the houfcs on the Bay. Thofc whofe 
ftrength or prefence of mind enabled them to feek 
their fafety in the Savannah, took refuge in the 
ihiferable remains of the habitations there, moft 
of which were blown down, or fo much damaged 
by the ftorm, as to be hardly capable of affording 
a comfortable Ihclter to the wretched fuffcrcrs. 
In the Court-Houfe, 40 perlbns, whites and of 
colour, fought an afylum, but miferably perilhed 
by the preflure of the roof and »fides wJiich fell 
upon them. Numbers were faved in that part of 
the houfe of Mr. Finlayfon, that luckily withftood 
the violence of the tempeft. Himfelf and another 
gentleman had left it, when the wind had forced 
open the door, and carried away the whole lee-fide 
of it, and fought their fafety under the wall of an- 
old kitchen ; but finding they muft inevitably 
perifh in that fituation, they returned to the houfe 
determined to fubmit to their fate. About ten 
the waters began to abate, and at that time a 
fmart fliock of an earthquake was' felt— all the 
fniall veflels in the Bay were droye afliore, and 
D 2 dalhed 
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dalhed to pieces, The (hips, Princefs Royal, 
Capt. Ruthwies', Henry, RigKardfon; and Aufti;i 
Hall, Auftin, »were forced from thdr anchors, 
^nd carried fo far into the tnorafs, that they will 
never be got off. The earthquake lifted the 
Princefs Royal from her beam ,ends, righted her^ 
^nd ^xed her in a firm bed ; this circijmftance has 
been of great yfe to the furviving inlubitants, for 
whpfe accommodation ihe pow fi^ryes as a houfe* 

The morning ufhered in a fccne too Ihockmg 
for defcriptioa — bodies of the dead >nd dying 
fcattered about the watery plains, where (be town 
j(tood, prefented tbemfelves tp the si^nizing view 
pf the ion of humanity, whofc charity led him in 
ijueft of the remains of his unhappy fellow-crea- 
tures ! The number who have p^rifhpd, is not 
yet precifely afcertained, but it is ima^ii^d 50 
white;, and 150 pcrfons of colour arc Ipft.-r* 
Ampngft them are numbered pr. King, his wife 
;ind four children, his partner, an affiftant, Mr^ 
Nefbit, a carpenter^ and 24 negroes, all in one 
houfe. pr. Lightfoot and Mr. Antrobus were 
found dead in the flreets. In the whole pariih, 
it is fajd, there are not five dwe)ling*houfi:s, and 
not one fet of works remaining; the plantain 
walks all deftroyed ; every caiie-piece levelled ^ 
feveral white people and fpme hui^dreds of ne- 
groes killed. 

In the adjoining parifh of St. Elizabeth, al- 
though the face of the country wore a Icfs honible 
^fpeft than at Weftmoreland, much damage wa^ 
done, and feveral lives ^oft. 

Our accounts from Lucea, though not particur 
I^r, are tcrnb}c ind?ipd.-— The town, except two 
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houfes, thofe of Meflh A. and D, CampbeUy and 
the adjoining tenement of Mr. Lyons, levelled to 
the ground; many lives loft ;«— and in the whole 
pariSi of Hanover, but three houfes ftanding ;— 
not a tree, bufli, or cane to be feen — univerfal 
defolatioQ prevails ! Of the wretched viftims to 
this violation of the courfe of nature, wd can only 
as yet name Meflrs. Aaron and Solomon Dian Fer» 
nandes, two ancient gentlemen of the Jewifh n^- 
lion, one aeed Si, and the other 80, of refpcftable 
and. venerable charaders.-^ Three yoiing ladies, 
Mifles Samuels, at Qreen Ifland.«^The elegant 
houfe of John Campbell^ Sfq. at Salt Spring ; 
Kendall, and Campbell town ; and that qf Mr. 
Chambo's, at Batchelor's fiall, no longer adorn 
that rich and fertile parifh.----Capt» Darling, Mry. 
Darling, and Mr. Moxham^ were dragged. out, 
barely alive, from the ruins of an arch that fup^ 

Sorted a flight of fieps, under which they h^ 
eltcredthemfelvcs-— fourteen or fifteen people 
of colour were bviied in a ftore that fell in upon 
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SECTION 11. 

ACCOUNTS FROM BARBADOS. 

Copy of a letter from Major-General Vaughan^ Com- 
mander in chief of bis Mqjejlfs fortes in the Lee- 
ward IJUmdSy to Lord George Germain^ dated 
Barbados^ Oa» 2^y fjZo. 

My Lord, 

TAM much concerned to inform your lordlhip, 
r-*^ that this ifland was almoft entirely deftroyed 
by a moft violent hurricane, *rhich began on 
Tuefday the loth inftant, and continued almoft 
without intermiflion for near forty-eight hours : it 
is impoflible for me to attempt a defcription of the 
ftorm; fufRce it to fay, that few families have 
efcaped the general ruin, and I do not believe that 
ten houfcs are faved in the whole illand ; fcarce a 
houfe is ftanding in Bridgetown j whole families 
were buried in the ruins ot their habitations, and 
many, in atttemptiag to efcape, were maimed and 
difabled : a general convulfion of nature feemed 
to take place, and an univerfal deftruftion en- 
fued. 

The ftrongeft colours could not paint to your 
lordlhip the miferies of the inhabitants on the one 
hand, the ground covered with the mangled bodies 
of their friends and relations j and, on the other, 
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reputable families wandering through the ruins, 
feeking for food and fhelter i in fhort, imagination 
can form but a faint idea of the horrors of thi$ 
dreadful fccnc. 

£very plantation and building, great and fmall, 
are thrown to the ground ; the cattle and dock 
belonging to them are almoft all deftroyed -, the 
produce of the earth torn up by the roots, and not 
a trace left behind ; fo that there is too much 
reafon to fear, that a famine muft inevitably enfue, 
unlefs fome effectual means are ufed to prevent it. - 

Fortunately the ftores and provifions belonging 
to the army and navy (the latter of which are very 
confiderable) have been with great difficulty nearly 
all faved, although the whole was a continued 
fcene of rapine and confufion ; and the negroes, 
who are exceedingly numerous in this ifland, in- 
ftead of attempting to fave the efFefts of the. un- 
happy fufFercrs, were plundering in every part of 
the towa 

Every Ihip which was in Carlifle Bay, amongft 
which were one army and two navy viftuallers, 
and one ordnance fhip, were driven to fea ; and I 
much fear that moft of them have periihed, or 
are carried fo far to leeward, as to render it im- 
pofiible for them to r^ain this port, 

I xnuft beg leave to refer your lordfhip to his. 
excellency the governor's letter for a more minute 
dcfcription of this deftruftive temped ; and I am 
confident your lordfhip muft fenfibly feel for the 
miferable caiamipes that have befallen the inhabi«> 
tants of this ruined country. 

I bave the honour to be, &c. 

J. VAUGHAN. 

Extras 
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BuraB if a Utter from Majcr-GmraJ CmHiHg- 
bam^ G^emor pf the Jfimdof Barbados^ ti 
Lord George Germain^ dated BarbadoSy OS. 20^ 
1780. 

THE iodoTed journal^ which I have the faci* 
iiour;to fend your lonUhip, will, ki feeble colours^ 
jtfdeat ta ymxt view, ttpc ahncft total cbflaruftio4 
«xf this once beauti&l i(lan4 which xntny yean 
(rannotf^Kaif; and I much ifear ihat the pt^fimt 
|>r<ipriecors(of {the (oil will be unable to eredt builds 
ings, &> deefJy ast they indebted to the En^ifh 
lyiercbaDts, unlcfs iix>m great indulgence. 

The dbkf employment now going on is to fecurc 
Covedng for <^eir negroes and inhabitants, and 
phfitif^ provifions; and here I muft recal your 
lordftitp's particular attention to thefccedy fuppiy^t^ 
log th^ iOand with provifions from England «iid 
Ixthn^ which they have no doubt but chs^t thtf 
bounty and gcneroHcy of the beft of king^ will 
amply provk^, otherwilb they will run a riik of 



The :fidl: obje& of my ajutedtion was to fold a 
%eedy natice to Commodore Hotham of our dii^ 
after, .tbtt liie might furnifli a iirigate to go to Eng-^ 
land ^ and I have alio wmten circular letters to the 
governors id North America, to encourage lumber 
and provifions to befent out to us^ 

Your .tordihip will receive the inclofedaddreis 
.of the council of thb ifiandvto the thitnie; and 1 
muft do them the jufticeitp fayi that I have found 
them ready to co-operate in every meafure pro^ 
pofed for. the good of the idand and his majeity's 
lervice. 

It 
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It is fortunate that General Vaughan refided in 
this ifland. His authority, joined to the aftivity 
of the officers and troops under his command, 
contributed greatly to prcferve order in the town, 
preventing rapine and plunder from the prifoners 
iandnegrots. 

The Spaniards, under the direftion of Don 
Pedro Sti lago, captain in the regiment of Arragon^ 
conduced themfelves more like friends than ene- 
mies ; I therefore mean to fliew them every induU 
gence in my power. 

I have the fatisfaftion of informing your lord- 
ihip, that the records of the ifland are preferved. 

Copy of a journal of what paffed at Barbados^ from 
the ^tb ofOSlokr until tke liStK 

THE evening preceding the hurricane, the 
th of Oftober, was remarkablv calm, but the 

y furprizingly red and fiery ; during the night 
much rain fell. On the morning; of the iqth 
much rain and wind from N. W, By ten o'clock 
it increafcd very much •, by one, the fhips in the 
Bay drove -, by four o'clocK, the Albemarle frigate 
(the only man of war then here) parted her anchors 
and went to fea, as did all the other v<flels^ about 
25 in number. Soon after, by fix o'clock, the 
wind had torn up and blown down many trees; and 
forboded a moft violent temped. At; the govern- 
ment houfe every precaution was. taken to guard 
againft what might happen \ the doors and win- 
ilows were barricadoed up, but it availed Uttle, 
By ten o'clock the wind forced itfelf a paffag^ 
through the houfe from the N. N. W. and the 
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tempeft increafing every minute, the family took 
to the centre of the building, imagining from the 
prodigious ftrength of the walls, they being three 
feel: thick, and from its circular form, it would 
have withftood the wind's utmoft rage : however, 
by half after eleven o'clock, they were obliged to 
retreat to the cellar, the wind having forced its 
way into every part, and torn off moft of the roof. 
From this afylum they were foon driven out ; the 
water being flopped in its paffage, having found 
itfclf a courfe into the cellar, they knew not where 
to go : the water had rofe four feet, ind the ruins 
were falling from all quarters. To continue it\ 
the cellar was impoffible, to return ' to the houfe 
was equally fo ; the only chance left was making 
for th<i fields^ which at that time appeared cquailjr 
dangerous: it was however attempted, and the 
family were fo fortunate as to get t^ the ruins of 
the foundation of the Flag StaiF, which foon after 
giving, way, every one endeavoured to find a re- 
treat for himfelf i the governor, and the few that 
remained, were thrown down, and it was with 
great diiHculry they gained the cannon, under the 
carriage of which they took Qaelter : their fituataon 
here was highly deplorable ^ many of the cannorj 
were moved, and they had reafon to fear, that 
under which they lat might be difmounted, and 
crufh them by Its fall, or that fome of the ruins 
that were flying about would put ^n end to their 
exiftence : and to render the fcene ftill more dread- 
ful, they had much to fear 'from the powder ma- 
gazine, near which they were; the armoury was 
level with the ground, and the arms, &c, fcattered 
about. ' Anxioufly did they wait the break of 
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day, flattering themfelves, that with the light they 
would fee a ceflation of the ftorm ; yet when it 
appeared, little was the temped abated, and the 
day Icrved but to exhibit the itioft melancholy 
profpeft imaginable; nothing can compare with 
the terrible devaftation that prefented itfelf on all 
fides 'y not a building (landing ; the trees, if not 
torn up by their roots^ deprived of their leaves 
and branches; and the moft luxuriant fpring 
changed in this one night to the drcarieft winter. 
In vain it was to look round for flicker ; houfes, 
that from their fituatioh it was to have been ima-* 
gined would have been in a degree proteded, 
were all flat with the earth, and the miferable 
owners, if they were fo fortunate as to efcape with 
their live?, were left without a covermg for them- 
fclves ahd family. 

General Vaughan was early obliged to evacuate 
his houfe ; in efcaping he was very much bruifed ; 
his fecretary was fo unfortunate as to break his 
thigh. Nothing has ever happened that has caufed 
fuch univerfal defolation, No one houfe in the 
iflarid is exempt from damage. Very few build- 
ings are left ftanding on the eftates. The depo- 
pulation of the negroes and cattle, particularly of 
the homed kind, is very great, which mufl:, more 
efpecially in thefe times, be a caufe of great diflrefa 
to the planters. It is as yet impoflible to make 
any accurate calculation of the number of fouls 
that have pcriOied in this dreadful calamity ; 
whites and blacks together, it is imagined to ex- 
ceed fome thoufands, but fortunately few people 
of confcquence are among the number. Many 
were buried in the ruins of the houfes and build- 
E 2 ings. 
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ings. Many fell viftims to the violence of the 
liorm and inclemency of the weather, and great, 
numbers were driven into the fea and there pe- 
tiflied. The troops have fufFercd inconfiderably, • 
though both the barracks and hofpital were early 
blown down. Alarming confequences were dread^ 
cd from the number of dead bodies that lay unin- 
terred, and from the quantity the fea threw up, 
which however are happily fubfided. What few 
public buildings there were are fallen in the 
general wreck. The fortifications have fuffered 
very confiderably. The buildings were all demo* 
lifhed ; for fo violent was the ftorm here, when 
alTifted by the fea, that a twelve pound gun was 
carried from the fouth to the north battery, a dif- 
tance of one hundred and forty yards. The Ipfs 
to this country is immenfe j many years will Be 
required to retrieve it. 

General Vaughan's attention to the inhabitants 
of Bridgetown has been very great. On the 1 2th 
of Oftober fuch orders were iflued to the troops, 
and obeyed with fuch alacrity, that every thing 
was kept qiiiet in the town, which would other- 
wife have been in great danger of being plundered 
by the prifoners of war, &c. who were liberated 
by the demolition of the prifons, and are now, to 
the number of above 800, difperfed over the town 
and country -, they, however, under this controul, 
behaved tolerably well, and have been of much 
fervice to the inhabitants who have given them 
employment. 

On the 13 th of Oftober the governor went to 
Bridgetown, iffucd a proclamation, and took fuch 
fteps as appeared of utility to the inhabitants. 

The 
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The merchants, &c. formed an afibciation, and 

appointed committees for the interment of the 

dead, the care and diftribution of the pro\ri(ions, 

&c. They voted their thanks to general Vaughaii 

and the troops j to whom they propofcd, as a re-. 

ward for the fervice they had been of in protcfting 

their property, to give them a fixpence per diem ; 

to which Mn Shirley, purveyor to the navy, 

promifed another fixpence, A (loop was on the 

i6th difpatched to St. Lucia to commodore Ho- 

tham, with the melancholy tidings of the dreadful 

calamity that has befallen the ifland, requeuing of 

him to lend a frigate to England with the news. 

To his moft Excellent Majefty, 
The humble addrefs of the council of your Ma- 
jcfty's ifland of Barbados. 
May itpUafeyour Majefty^ 
WE the inhabitants of your Majefty's council of 
Barbados, refidcnt irf the ifland, beg leave to ap- 
proach your Majefty at this intercfting period, with 
the ftrongeft affurance of that inviolable attach- 
ment and unftiaken loyalty to your royal pcrfon 
and government, which this ancient colony has al- 
ways preferved undiminilhed, and which neither 
time or fituation can ever efface. Allow us, Sire, 
at this time to hope that we ihall be indulged with 
your Majefty's gracious attention to our prefcnc 
diftrefled fituation. 

It is natural for us, and indeed our duty, to ap- 
ply to your Majefty in the hour of our diftrels ; 
for to whom elfe can we fly for fuccour and pro- 
teftion but to our gracious fovereign, who has al- 
ways been moft ready to hear, and ever willing to 
redrefs, his fubjefts grievances. 

Emboldened then by the experience of your Ma- 
jefty's gracious condefcenfion on former occaftons, 
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wc humbly pfefume to lay before yoiir Majclty ^ 
faint reprcfentation of the dcvaftation and ruin in 
Which a violent hurricane, on the loth of this 
month, has involved all the inhabitants of Barbae 
dos : and here may it plcafc your Majefly, words 
are inadequate to reprefcnt in its true circumftances 
the prefent horrid fcene. 

After a feries of accumulated misfortunes had re- 
duced this once flourifting ifland to the loweft de*^ 
gree of poverty, a devouring irrefiftible hurricane^ 
in point of violence, unprecedented in the memory 
of man, has, we fear, completed the deftruftive 
work of ruin. Eilates which appeared to poffefs 
the beft v:onftruftcd buildings, have had thole va- 
luable buildings levelled with the earth : nor ha$ 
there been any one pofleflion in the ifland, but 
what has received very confiderable, nay irrepara- 
ble damage. To hear the dying groans of a very 
confiderable number of the inhabitants, who lay 
expiring in the ftreets of the towns, as well as of 
others killed about the country, is a circumllance 
too Ihocking even to mention. Thus have your 
Majefty's faithful fubjed^s been reduced, and the 
furvivors left without habitations, the Utal con- 
fcqucnces of one dreadful calamity. 

Without rcfourccs of timber, without any re- 
fource of wealth to purchafc fuch timber, was it to 
be procured, or thole other neceflaries eflential for 
reaping our little crops 5 wc are now left without 
any profpeft of alleviating our unfortunate coadi- 
tion. 

Haplefs, however, as our fuuation may be, we 
have every advantage to hope, every goo<l to ex- 
peft, from the benignity of your Majetty*s compaf- 
fionate difpofition, and from thofe endearing teel- 
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|ngs which have taught the world, that in the feme 
peribn rd$y be united the great and powcifol mo- 
narch with the amiable good man. In behalf, then, 
of this ruined ifland we HumWy requeft fuch alfift-. 
ance as may be judged by your Majcfty*s wifdomr 
moft proper for us tp receive. 

But, while we afk for prefent relief, we are not 
unmindful of former benefits ; and permit us, Sire, 
with liearts full of gratitude, to return your Ma- 
jelly the poor tribute of our thanks, (he only tri- 
bute we have to offer for all the benefits we have 
enjoyed under your Majefty's reign, a reign wc 
fincerely hope may be as topg and happy as yoii 
yoiirfelf, Sire, can wiih it to ^. 

It would be injuftice in us to conclude without 
embracing this opportunity of bearing our tefti- 
mony to the worthy conduft of our prefent go- 
vernor, who at all times, but more especially on 
the iaft dreadful occafion, in th* midft of our mif- 
fortunes, has exerted himfelf with fo aftive a zeal 
for the public fervice, as refiefts back: the honour 
}ic dcriyes from the royal appointment. 

We are, 

Moft graciou? Sovereign^ 
Your moil dutiful anc} 
faithful fi|bje<^s, 

Johj? Dotin Wm,SenhQufe 

A* Cumbcri^atcl) John Beft 

Henry Frcre Jofeph Keeling 

Irenaeus Moc Johfil^ce^ 
Robeit Brathwak 

get. lOy 1780. 
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« 

^be following eddrefs of the Houfe of AJfemhfy m 
Barbados^ was delivered by Samuel Eftwicky Efq. 
the agent of that iflandy to Lord George Ger^ 
main,, 

^BARBADOS.) 

To the King's moft excellent Majefty. 

Mojl gracious Sovereign^ 

WE your Majefty 's moft dutiful and loyal 
fubjefts, the reprcfcntatives of the people of this 
ifland, beg leave to implore your Majefty's favour 
under the greateft of all calamities which we have 
yet endured, a dreadful tempeft, which, arifing 
on the tenth of this month, and continuing for the 
fpace of near thirty hours, has thrown down or 
otherwifc deftroycd almoft all the dwelling-houfes 
both of our towns and country, moft of the 
<:hurches in each, as well as public edifices, along 
with the buildings of our fugar-works, both large 
and fmall ; and by rooting up the trees and level- 
ing the plants alfo of the earth to the ground, 
has fpread the fccne of ruin and defolation over the 
whole ifland; great numbers of perfons, both 
white and black, have been killed, and a ftill 
greater number of cattle, fo neceflary to the ma-* 
nure of our lands, as well as for labour and for 
food, have periflied ; and this dreadful event, fol- 
lowing all our former difappointments and dif- 
trefles, renders many of our planters and other in^ 
habitants utterly unable to rebuild their works, 
pr even to provide a comfortable fhclter for tham-^ 
fclves m^ families 5 aad all others, though ii> 
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better circtimftances, find th^mlelves, from the 
Want of lumber arid other materials, at this un- 
happy period, under difficultiei^i difcoufaging and 
almoft infuperable. Would fo God, however, 
that we had now recounted to your Majefty the 
utmoft of our diftrefs and apprehenfions j but on^ 
tircumftance. Sir, of ftill greater terror to us re- 
mains to Be unfolded; for by the deftruftion of 
great quantities of the Indian corn, lately gathered 
in and ftored for the fubfiftience of Our negroes, and 
from the length of time that mud naturally pafa , 
before a new crop can be reaped^ we dread a fear- . 
city of our grainy and that a famine will complete' 
that mifery which the tcmpeft may then feem only 
to have begun. Yet, truftine iri the niercies of an 
Almighty and good Being for faving us, by a 
bleffing on our iiiduftry and care from that moft; 
fatal confequence of his late awful judgment, we 
now throw ourfclves at your Majefty's feet to im- 
plore your royal favour, and the nation's bounty, 
linder your Majefty's moft gracious countenance, 
to enable us to. bear up unoer this dreadful fliock 
of our finances, and affift us to repair the uncom- 
mon damage we have fuftained ; or we have but 
too juft caiife to fear that your' Majefty's moft 
ancient and ever loyal coloay of Barbados may be 
16ft in every point of valuable confideration to 
the crown and parent ftate, and, fink themfelvcs 
into an abyfs of indigence and dcfpair. 

By order of the Houfe, 
JOHN GAY ALLEYNE, Speaker. 

Houfe of Aflembly^ 
i -Oft^^i^ 17804 
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Copy of a Letter from a Planter at BafbadoSi dated in 
Cariyie Bay^ Nov. J^h% 

THE diftrefs of the inhabitants of this iflarid h 
fo imprafticable to defcribe, that I will not attempt 
it : I write this on {hip-bqard, where foitie of the 
moft wealthy are happy to have obtained a fhelter, 
in the extreme want of dwellings. St. Anne's 
Fort, which you know is our citadel, has fufFered 
confiderably ; the repairs will at lead coft io,oool. 
itioft of our wharfs deftroyed; in (hort, fuch a 
general wreck as will take ten or a dozen of years 
to reinftate -, yet in the midft of our defolations 
we have ibme comfort : the fugar grounds, it is 
hoped, are in better condition than were expefted; 
for though every thing above ground gave way, 
yet we hope that the roots of the canes are not re- 
moved, in which cafe they will grow again in fix 
or eight months t veflels are difpatched to different 
parts of North America for provifions, without a 
lupply of which numbers muft die of famine : 
I coo negroes have periihed in that >Yay fince the 
hurricane for want *, our chief refource, however, 
and expectations, are from government, to whom 
the moft dutiful petitions are preparing. We have 
ftrange accounts from Euftatia and Martinico, 
whicb aggravate their diftrefles^ tveir if poffible^ 
beyond our own* 
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SECTION III. 

ACCOUNTS PROM St. LUCIA. 
(This IJland was gained fxom the French in iyj%.^ 
From the St. LUCIA GAZETTE- ^ 

Carenage^ Oil. 21, 1780. 

\l^ E fhall endeavour to relate the circumftancea 
^^ that attended the gale of wind on the nth 
inftant, with as. much exaftnefs aspoffiblfe. 
' On the loth there was a heavy fea at the en- 
trance of the harbour and along the coaft, attended 
with heavy rains, and at times fcvere gufts of 
wind, infomuch that his majefty's fhips., which 
lay far out, were in danger . of parting from their 
anchors. 

In the evening the wind was felt much feverer 
in the harbour j but on fhore nothing was particu- 
larly obferved that feemed to indicate fo fevere a 
change of weather. The galq cannot be faid to hav^ 
fairly commenced till about one o'clock thQ.nexc 
morning, when it began to blow from about the 
N. E. in the moft fudden and fevere gufts. 

At day-light there was fcarce a veflel left in the 
xozdk but what had drifted, and many, though Tq 
early, were on (hore. \xi fhort^ the whole wqre 
driven in a clutter, on the Morne Fortune fide. 
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pis majefty's (hips Ajax, Egmont, and Montague 
all put to fea in the night, the firft about nine 
o'clock, the fecond near midnight, and the Mon- 
tague not till nf ar dayrlight. . The Amazon frigate 
rode it out till near noon, when fhe was obliged to 
cut. The only v^flel of war that now remained 
was the Verigeance, commodore Hotham, and ihe 
at noon was obliged to cut all her mafts away to 
f^e her from going aihore, where every fojiil muft 
have perifhcd. 

The fmall craft which lay at the head of the 
harbour, were moftly driven aihore very early ^ 
the floop Nelly, prize to th^e Amazon, was over-f 
fet ; a fthooner belonging to Mr, Miller funk at 
anchor, as did a tender bejoogjog to. one of hi^ 
majefty's (hips, and the floop T>yo Friends, belong- 
ipg to Antigua, was likewiie loft j others were dif-^ 
mafted and much damaged. 

It would fcem as if the former part of the gal^ 
was intended to prepare the mind for the redoubleci 
violence with which, in the afternoon, it increafed^ 
From three to five, which .was efteemed the height; 
of it, thofe veflTels which had rode it out were torn 
from their anchors, and carried >vith aftonift)ing 
Force againft" the other fliipping. His majefty'a 
armed fnow, the St. Vincento, was one of thofe j 
Ihe lay acrofs the gut where the Cornwall is funk ^ 
jind notwithftanding the advantage flie had over 
others, of making faft to that veflel, flie was 
driven on the oppofite fide with the greateft rapi^ 
idity, and entirely difmafted. 

To a perfon acquainted with the excellent qualir 
ties of this iiarbour, it would be fufficient to give 
him a proper idea of the force of tjie wind, to learq 
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tliat ndt ai veffel can be &ved .that tode it out.. But 
alhorp, eycp in.tl^e n5i)ft,i9teTiorparX$ of theiflirjd^ 
the havack and deftrudtiqa is inexpreffiblej houfcisi 
levelled with the groqwdj the wpoda almoft en-< 
tirely cleared of their lofty inhal:Ht^t^> ahd.icarcd 
a branch or leaf to be feen on thofe remaining •, in 
fine, the whole coUntfy :wears thej^te of )vidten 
On Morne Fortune not, a hut jwas left ftanding, ot 
^ houfe but what was unroofed,:: and a failox and 
a foldier were killed. At the Grand Cul dc Sao 
not a houfe was left, '^nd they had -the misfortune^ 
out of fo fmall a number ot men at that part,' to 
Jofe tcDi. together with. » wonian andJa fhild.= -Ih 
the town of the Careliage rtot a houf?- cfcaped 
without fonie damage j- numbers were e;ntirely di* 
ftroyed^ and others. rendered ufelefs(. It was almofl: 
^s dangerous to be within as to be without dobcs^ as 
fcarce a houfe among the whole could ba depended 
pnj tiles, flates, and fhihgles flew aboufi with great 
force in all parts •, even pieces of joiftsi,:bQardfiij.&c. 
were carried at a great diftance, and the wind came 
with fuch violence at the corners of thcrftreeis^ as 
to rendet them impaflfable. . - . .r ; . 

The\gale continued till one in the morning of 
the 1 2th (twenty-four hours) during which time 
the wind came vjery little, if any to theifouthifeard 
of E. or farther to the -northward than N: N, E, 
At the end of the. gale the ^wind west to dxc i(;nith- 
ward, «iid great quiuxcitks of rain fell* It is unr. 
known the mifchief that would have, bcea done, had 
ibe wind during the gale come to the weftward or 
fduthward; It is at prcfent, upon the whole^ much 
jefs than could be reafonably expcftcd. Only two 
Iquare-rigged v^iTels will be totally Joft^. viz* the 

fhip 
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flup Champion, Capt, Hall, from New- York, and 
the brig Dolphin, Capt. Morrifon, laden with fak- 
fifti, laft from Sn Kitt's ; of the others, fomc are- 
totally difmafted, many much damaged, and fome 
lives arc loft ; the -ffiltna bomb alfo loft her mizen- 
raaft. 

At Gros-Iflet his majeft/s fliips the Deal-Caftle 
and Cameleon lay ; thefe veffels rode out the gale 
till the afternoon of the iifh, when they were 
obliged to put to fea. The town alfo fufFercd 
much, as did alfo TAnce la Raye. 

SoufFrier feems to be the place that has fufFcred 
the moft J indeed the accounts from thence are 
fhocking, the fea deraoliftied the major part of 
the town j it rofe fo high as the church : up- 
wards of fifty lives are faid to be loft on^ ftiore. 
The (hip Barbary, Capt. Wifcman, and the brig 
Martha, Capt. Oats^ both from Liverpool, were 
driven to fea, as was a fchooner belonging to Mn 
Balton, whofe ftqre in that place was entirely de-r 
ftroyed. 

At PAnce Chdfeul the fea broke through the 
houfes, but we have not been able to learn the 
particular damage done thereto Iflei a Carret like- 
wife fuffered much. 

A fmall fchooner which failed from hence for 
Barbados, on the- joth, was driven back by the 
gale, and got into Gros-Hkt, wher^, the following 
afternoon, (he funk at an anchor, and every foul 
on board pcrifhed. ^ 

The moft melancholy piece- of intelligence we 
have yet to relate, is of his majefty's Ibip the 
(Beaver's prize, which lailed from hence the 8tk 
for Barbados, on board of which was Meutenaot-- 

colonel 
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Colonel Mitchd, of the 27th regiment^ Dr/ 
Khowlcs, furgcon of the General Holpital here. 
Dr. Ore, of the 35th regiment, and a lady ; flic 
was driven afliore at Savannah ; of the whole, only 
forty got on ftiore, among which was a lady, who, 
with about half the men, died foon after they 
landed. 

The Mary and Ifabella, belonging to Meffr^. 
Scott and Wilfon of Barbados, was driven out of 
Carlifle Bay, in that iQand, by the fame gale, and 
wrecked at a place called Petit Trou, to windward 
of this iQand •, the crew all got aftiore except three, 
but were very much hurt. It is fomething fur- 
prizing, that the gale began in that ifl^nd fifteen 
hours before it did here: the moft of the fliipping; 
among which was his majefty's (hip Albemarle, 
were driven out about eleven o'clock of the fore- 
noon of the 13th. There having been no arrival 
from that ifland fince the gale, it is not in our • 
power to give any account of the damages done 
there, which we fear mull have been very con- 
fiderable. 

His majefty's fhip the Montague returned here • 
early in the morning of the 13th totally difmafted, 
together with the lofs of her bowfprit and head ; 
(he was driven with the wind under jthe lee of St. 
Vincent, and had, at one time, upwards of nine 
feet water in her hold. 

. Admiralty Office^ Dec. 26, 1780.' 

Captain Hartwell ofhi^ majefifsjhip BrunCy who left 
Antigua th^ 12th oflaji months and landed in Bal* 
timore in Ireland tke, 18 tk infiant^ arrived this 

morn" 
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mrnli^ ^ifb' lefiiff frm c'mmohre tJotham and^ 
/ csmmiffimer hdforey $o Mi^j Stephens^ ef which the 
following ah e^tmSiS. ' * f' • • 

• VhgeMcty Carenage^ 5/. Litcia:, OB. 23, 1780. 

ON the loth in the morning the Blanche, which 
Was charged with m^ letfcr trf you of that datCj 
failed wiidti the Aknjcne for Antigua; a fhort time, 
rnaie a great change in tm fituation'; for oh the 
night foIlawing'(viz.: thes rotfi) there arofe i hiijrri- 
t^ncat.N, E. wiii<ih increaled by thi? morning tO' 
a degree of violence- that is not to be defcribed; 
The Ajax, Montague, and Egmont, which had been 
anchored before die entrance of the harbour, were^ 
before day-li^t, all forced to. fea, as was the Ama- . 
zon foon- afcer \ and the Deal Caftle and Came- 
Icon, which had been ftationcdJn Gros-IQeij Bay^fcrf. 
the protedbn of the hofpitals, fhared the famd 
fate.. The Vengeance, with.the^tna and* Vefu-^ 
vius. bombs, and,. the .San Vincentc fnow,- werd 
moored within the Carenage, and prepared with 
eyery camionnhat oould be taken to withftand the 
tempeft, . which had already put feveral of the 
tfanfports tin ihorc, and by this time blew wif h an 
irrefiftiWe/ury, attended with an inceflarit flood of 
rain.. A. Jittle afitei; twelve o'clock the Vengeances 
parted her cable, and tailed upon . the rocks. It 
now became absolutely requifite to cut away her 
mafts, the lofs of whicb^ with the help of a num- 
ber of guns that were got forward, eafed confidera- 
bly- the -force with whick ihd ftruck-, and by the.* 
wind fortunately fhifting two or three points far- 
l^her ^the eaftward) her ftern fwung off the rocksy 
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and ihe was, beyond every expectation, faved) 
for It now blew, if poffible, witn. redoubled vio- 
lence, and nothing was to be feen or expected buc 
ruin, defolation, and deftruftion in every part. 
The San Vincente fnow, with many of the tranf- 
ports, vi6haallers, and traders, were difmafted, and 
moftly all on (hore^ in fhort, no reprcfentation 
can equal the fc^ne of diilrefs that appeared be- 
fore us. 

The ftorm continued with incredible vehemence 
during the whole day ; but the weather about mid^ 
night became more moderate,* and by the next 
morning the wind was totally abated. The direc** 
t'ron of it was from N. N. E. to E. S. E. of twenty- 
nme hours duration. 

On the 13th the Montague anchored before the 
harbour, without a malt or bowfprit (landing, eight 
feet water iq her hold, and all her powder damaged: 
every affiftance was given to get her into the Carc- 
nage, where ftie is now fccurcd in fafety. The-Ajax 
returned to this anchorage on the 21ft, with the 
lofs of her main-yard, main-top-maft, and mizcn- 
maft. The Beaver's prize, being on her paffagc to 
Barbados, was unfortunately wrecked oil the back 
of this idand near Vieux Fort ; and it gives me pain 
to add, that all her officers and crew, except 17 
men, perilhed. 

The prefcrvation of the Amazon is fo fingular 
and extraordinary, that I herewith tranfmit a copy 
of the account given of it by captain Finch. 

I am, &c, 

W. HOTHAM, 

G Amazon 
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Jmazo% Unglifh Harbour y OSf. 17, 178a 

SIR, 

I AM at a lofs whether to cxprefs in the ftrongeft 
terms my regret for the misfortunes that have hapr 
pened to his majefty's (hip under my commaiid^ or 
my fatisfadion in haying got her in fafety to this 
port. 

I flatter myfelf yoq faw the neceflity we were 
under of putting to fea the morning after the com- 
mencement of the gale. We then ftood under our 
ftorm ftay-fails W. by N> from the Careqage; it was 
but for a Ihc^t time the canvas held ; after that thp 
(hip behaved perfeftly well, and appeared to every 
perlon on board ascapableofltandi|ig the gak that 
enfued, as was poflible for any fhip* ' About feveil 
o'clock at night the gale encreafcd to a degree that 
can better be conceived from , the confequences, 
than any defcription I can give. There was an 
evident ncceffity of doing fometbing to relieve the 
lliip, but I was . unwilling to cut away the lower 
malls till the laft extremity, and accordingly or- 
dered the people up to cqt away the main-top-maftj^ 
my orders were attempted to be put in executiop 
w.ith the v»tmoft alaqrity, but before it could be 
accomplifhed, 1 found it neceflary to call them 
down to cut away the main- mail. Whilll 1 was 
waiting for the men to cpme down, a fudden guft 
bverfet the Ihip^ moll of the officers, with myfelf, 
' and a number of the (hip's company, got upon the 
fide of the fhip ; the wheel on the quarter deck was 
then undf r water; ^ In that fituation 1 could pe|> 
ccive the ihip fettle bodily fome feet, until the 

water 
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Wattt was up to the after part of the Aides of the ca* 
ronades on the weather fide^ Notwithftanding the 
(hip was fo far gone, upon the mafts^ bowfprit, &€< 
going away, ihe righted as far as to bring the 
gunwale even with the water's edge. By the exer- 
tions of all the officers and men we fcon got the 
lee-quarter deck guns and caronades overboard, 
and foon after one of the forecaftk guns, and 
flicet anchor cut away, which had fo good ati effeft, 
that we were enabled to get to the pumps and lee-^ 
guns on the main- deck ; the throwing them over- 
board was in our fituation a work of great diffi-^ 
culty, and I could perceive the fliip was going 
down by the ftern : this arduous talk was accom* 
plifhed under the difedion of lieutenant Pakenham, 
Whofe great experience and determined pcrfeve-* 
ranee marked him out as perhaps the only indi^ 
vidual to whom (amidft fuch great exertion) a pre* 
eminence could be given ; and I do not think it 
po(fible for greater exertions to be made^ The wa- 
terwas above the cables on the orlop-deck, with a 
vaft quantity between decks ; and the ftump of 
the main-maft falling out of the ftep occafioned 
one of the chain-pumps to be rendered ufelefs, as 
was the other fodn after ; by the great aftivity of 
the two carpenters mates^ they were alternately 
cleared; upon my reprefenting this to commif- 
fioner Laforey, he has appointed them both to ad 
as carpenters (one in the Amazon, the oihcr in 
the Antigua) till your plcafure .is known* Befidcs 
the lofs of our mafcs, &c. the (hip has fufFcrcd 
confiderabie damages, the particulars of which I 
cannot fend flntil a furvey has been held upon the ' 
Ihip, The book« and papers are totally deftroycd, fo ' 
G 2 that 
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that it is not in my power particularly to afcertairt 

the lofs we have fuffcred in men ; I believe twenty 

drowned, befidc a number wounded. For further 

particulars I refer you to the gentleman who will 

deliver this letter to you. 

: The carpenter was the only officer loft on this 

occafion. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

WM. CLEMENT FINCH* 

To Commodbre Hotham. 

' Jjax^ Carenage^ Sl Lucia^ NoVk 5, I780. 

SIR, / ^ 

IT is with the deepeft concern that, to my ac- 
count of the 23d of Oftober, I am now obliged 
to add a ftill more melancholy one, of the effefts 
of the late dreadful hurricane, the force of which 
it appears was not to be withftood. 

Upon the 2 jth the governor of Martinique fent 
me over, in a flag of truce, thirty-one men of the 
crews of the Andromeda and Laurel; the former 
overfet and foundered about fix leagues to wind- 
ward of that ifland -, and by the account which the 
pilot of her gives, who was one of the people faved, 
there is irttle expeftatipn that the Endymion can 
have efcappd, as he fays, from her fituation when 
they laft faw. her, and the direction of the wind 
at that time, it was impoffible for her to have 
cleared the ifland upon either tack;, the Laurel 
was driven on flaore, and very foon went to pieces. 

The Marquis de Bouille could not confidcr men 

. who had only the force of the elements to cope 

with) in the light pf enemies; but that having, in 

common 



Digitized by VjOOQIC . 



C 53 } 
common with themfclves, partaken of the danger, 
were in like manner entitled to every comfort and 
relief that could be given in a time of fuch univer- 
fal calamity and diftrefs. He laments only that 
their number was fo few, and that among them no 
officer was. faved. In his way of afting he has 
Ihewn himfelf equally humane and generous ; and I 
fliould be wanting in thofe fcntiments myfelf, if I 
omitted to point out to their lordfbips his conduct 
upon ^is occaOon. 

A French convoy, of about fixty fail, under two 
frigates, intended for Martinique, have been to- 
tally dilperfed, niany of them loft, and fome taken. 
One of the frigates, named the Inconftant, got into 
Fort Royal difmafted, but the other I have not 
heard of. The Experiment was driven on fliore 
at Guadaloupe, the Juno was caft away at St. Viq- 
cent, and a brig, with i6o men on board, troops 
and others, foundered at the fame place, and all 
periftied. The hurricane, by every account, has 
been more fatal to the French iflands than to ours : 
i( was felt at Tobago, but not in fuch a degree ^ 
to do any mifchief. 

By the Vigilant, that anchored here to-day, I 
am informed by con[>miflioner Laforey, that the 
Venus is arrived at Englifli Harbow, with thelofs 
of h^r foremaft and bowfprit ; and the trade at St. 
Kitt*s put to fea on the approach of the gale, but 
the grcateft part are fince returned. 

I am, Sec. 

W.HOTHAM. 

CarfafSf 
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Carca/Sy at Antigua^ Nd^n i6s J 7^0* 

AS commodore Hothatp's kccers will contain 
tirery material communication to the time of their 
date, I have only left to add, that I am forry to in-f 
form you npne of the (hips mifllng fince the late 
hurricane have arrived, or been heard of here, to 
this time* . 

I afiH &c* 

JOHN LAFOREYi 

Lifi ofjhips mijftni. 

Egmont^ 74 guns, capt. Houlton. 
Endymton, 44 guns, capt. Carteret^ 
Deal Caitle, 24 guns, capt. Hawkins, 
Cameleon, 24 guns, capt. Johnitone. 

The Egmont wajs fcen on the 1 ith of Oftobw 
in the morning under her courfes* 
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S E C T I O N IV, 
ACCOUNTS FROM ANTIGUA, 

O F T H E 

fortunate Efcape of that Island ^ St. Kitt's, 

^xtra^ of two ktters from fTilUam Matbtw Burt^ 
Efquirey Governor of the Leeward IJhnds^ to Lord 
George Germaifty dated Antigua^ Nov. ijiand^tb^ 
1780. 

T T is with infinite concern I acquaint your lord- 
-* fhip, that fincc I cjofcd my letter of the 25th 
of O^ober, I have received the following account 
of the truly fevcrc hurricane which happened in 
the middle of laft month amongft the fouthera 
iilands, and of which, thank God, except a violent 
furgc, in this govemnient, which at St, Chrifto* 
pher's threw many ve0cls op ihore, we felt no bad 
pffeds. 

At St. Lucia, all the barracks and huts for his 
majcfty's troops, and other buildings in the ifland, 
were blown down; the.ftips drove to fca, his mar 
jcfty's Chip Amazon, .captain Finch, moft miracu- 
loufly efcapcd foundering •, fhe was on her beam 
ends for many hours.; me lay down fo far, that 
her windward guns were in the water ; had many 
mcp wafbcd oycr-board, othcr$ drowned on her 

decks; 
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decks ; was obliged to cut away all her mafts and 
bowfprit, but under jury-mafts, thank God, fafely 
arrived at Englifli Harbour. Captain Finch is 
perfeftly well. The Albemarle blew out of Bar- 
bados, cut away her mafts, alfo put into Englifh 
Harbour. The Venus cut away her forenwft, loft 
her bowfprit, and is arrived at Englifli Harbour. 
The Blanche was feen by the AlcmeAc in great 
diftrefs, and has never been fince heard of ; we 
hope flie is gone to Jamaica. The Ajax, Egmont, 
and Montague blew oiit of St. Lucia, and here we 
have not heard of them. 

Every building in St. Vincent, we are told, was 
blown down, and the town deftroyed. The Juno, 
a new French frigate of 40 guns, droye on fliorc, 
and daflied all to pieces. 

At Grenada, great devaftation on fhore, 19 l^il 
of loaded Dutch (hips ftranded and beat to pieceis. 
Sixty-two fail of merchant fbips with (lores, and 
2500 troops on board, was the re-inforcemcnt ex- 
pefted under convoy of four frigates, arrived in 
che morning at Martinique ; they landed 100 of 
the troops, the remainder with the whole convoy 
were blown to fea -, we do not hear that any arc 
again returned. Several wrecks have been feen 
and met with at fea. A. ftiip blown out of St. 
Chriftopher^s took two with troops on board, one 
flie fent to Jamaica, tl^e other to St. Chriftopher's. 
Report, but I have not yet any authentic account^ 
fays, 1000 French troops ate fent into St. Chfif^ 
. topher's. 

At Martinique the beautiful town of St. Pierre's, 
which is built on the ftiore, is faid to be entirely 
wafhed away. 

At 
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J^t Guadaloupe th« town of PafleterFC, alfo built 
on the ke fluM-e, is faid to b« deftroyed, and the 
Experiment French frigate blown on fcore and 
loft. Two frigates are alfo faid to be thrown 
on the Saints, and to have periflied. Wfc have 
yet not any accounts from Barbados, where, it is 
apprehended, the gale was very fevere. 

At Dominica they have fuffered fevcrely.— 
The Dutch, at St* Euftatia, have alio greatly fuf* 
femd ^ many hoafes on the Bay are wa(hi?d into the 
fea. Their damage is computed at 150,0001. fter-- 
ling. I have direfted a general thankfgiving 
through this government on Sunday, to return 
God thanks for his protection and .mercy ex- 
tended to us during the late great and tremendous 
hurricane. 

1 have laid an embargo on lumber in this govern* 
ment, and intend fending what can be got as faft 
as poffible to St. Lucia and Barbados. The houfes 
and every thing in Grenada I hear are levelled with 
the ground. The fame at St. Vincent's, where 
the town is wafhed away, befides the frigates 
which I mentioned, faid to be thrown on Ihore on . 
the Saints. His majefty's Ihip the Beaver's prize, 
captain Drummond, is alfo ftranded, and the 
whole crew, except about thirty men, perifhed. 
Captain Drummond is greatly lamented. 

Governor Cunningham and brigadier-general 
St. Leger write me, that tliey much apprehend a 
famine in Barbados and St. Lucia. There were 
undifpofed of in this ifland near 1 500 barrels of 
flpur, which his majefty was graciouQy pleafed to 
|rQ4 f^ ^ relief of this ifland. I have already 

H lent 
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fent general St. Leger near looo barrels, and br<K 
pofe fending him 300 barrels, if not the whole 
remaining quantity. ' 



t^ Here it may benoted, that the iflands of To- 
bago, Nevis, Montferrat, &C'. have received 
no materiai^ damage. 



SECTION 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 59 ] 

S E C T I O N V. 

ACCOUNTS FROM THE FRENCH ISLANDS. 
' Extracts from the Martinico Gazette, 

St. Peter' SyO£ioberii)^ 1780. 

THERE is not a corner of this deplorable fpot, 
which is not ftamped with ddfolation; the 
fuUen wave ftill murmurs on our fhore, and wc 
think we hear the cries of the wretches whom it 
has drowned. If egotifm has begot amongft us 
monfters, who, inftcad of ftretching to their indi- 
gent countrymen a beneficent hand, have con- 
ceived the inhuman projedt of raifing their pro- 
fperity on the public ruin ; if fuch there be, may 
this pifture, twenty times watered with our tears, 
waken in them that firft feeling of nature, which 
makes the moft cruel favage fly to the fuccour of 
his fellow. creature ! 

Wc muft remember, that on jhe evening of the 
joth, the fleet of 51 fail, which had left Corogna, 
iSjfely cad anchor in our roads, excepting a few 
which had loft the opportunity of the tide. The 
atmofphere loaded with vapours, the moon all 
pale, and reflefting an ominous light, feemed to 
forebode fome finifter event. 

At midnight the winds veered to E. N. E. and 
began to blow high, and continuing equally vio- 
lent, drove from our roads fomc veflels of the fleet 
H 2 on 
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on the morning of the i ith, and foon after almoft 
sdl the reft had the fame fate. About midnight 
we felt the firft (heck of an earthquake ; the winds 
pafled fucceffively from E. S. E. to S, and W. 
and varied with fuch rapidity, that they feemed 
bldt\flhg from every po'mt of the compafj. 

The wind blew witK continual violence till half 
an hour after Eve in the morning when it abated, 
and we began to refpire, and the firft rays of the 
dawn Ihewed us our loflcs. We had now in our 
i^dads oiily orte brigaritine, one gocktte, one boat, 
arid three veffels of the fleet. The Ihip calkJd the 
Young DaUphin was wrecked on the fhord towards 
the middle of the night: (he had loft only t^o 
piien who had jumped overboard, intending to fwim 
to the (bore i all the reft were faved at break of 
day, after having been along tin>c afloat on the 
different pieces of the wreck. A goelette, bound 
for France, ftruck on the ftiore, and dalhed into a 
tHoufand pieces ; out of twenty men, only nine 
were faved w At half an hour after fix in the 
morning the three fliips of the fleets which were 
ftill at anchor, being at the point of driving by 
the prodigious fwell, cut their cables, and gave 
themfclves up, without fail, tq the rtiercy of the 
winds and waves. Some who had firmnefs enough 
to ftand on the beach, faw them at a great diftance 
run foul of one another and fink. 

The fea has thrown down fixty-three houies in 
the galley quarter, two houfes in that of the fort, 
and the fort itfelf, the gunner's quarter^ and a great 
part of the battery of St. Lewis •, twenty-feve« 
houfes in the ftreet of the Dauphine, &c. . Ever 
buikling, or rather all the ftreets, from the ihor 
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dcftroycd. Of the two prizes that our frigates^ 
the Ctris aiid Inconftatite, h^Ve taken from the 
EngUih, that which carried 400 boucauds of cdd 
has perifhed, men and merchandize, qn the point 
Des Negres, and the other has not bedn lince 
feen. 

The news from the couittry fcrved only to ag* 
gravate the former 5 fuffice it to fay, that crops 
of every kind and viftuals are all fwept away or 
deftroyed. 

We find wrecks all along our (hore \ and we 
hear that the inhabitants of Dominica are as 
wretched as we are. 

The Experiment of 50 guns, commanded by 
M. de Martelli, has ftruck upon the Iflcts •, it 1$ 
to be hoped we fhall be able to fave her. 

Monday laft we heard the moft affliding news 
from St. Lucia ; during 48 hours the wind blew 
there with fuch violence, that the ifland is a perfcft 
dcfart. 

We can never forget the affedlionate care of our 
' general, and the tender folicitudc of oqr firft pre- 
fiAirtt PenitJr. 

&ffra{f of a ktter written hy a Merchant at Marti'^ 
nko, to Mynheer Van Roojberg^ at the HagfHf^ 
dated 03. 17, 1780. 

THIS afternoon fails the Elmfdorf, — ~ Key- 
linge, for Amltcrdam, by which I take the oppor- 
tunity of tranfmitting to you the moft melancholy 
accouht ever received from this quarter* 

From the nth to the 13th inftant we were 
vifited with the- moft terrible hurricane that ever 

blew 
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AAcw ih the memory of man; We had a fample of 
it on the 9th and loth. 

On the morning of the nth it began to blow 
with uncommon fury, and the wind veered from 
the S. S. E. to the N. N* W. and continued to 
blow fo all day ; all the (hips were blown off the 
iQand that were bringing troops and provifions, 
^ and . we are in dread for the lives of more than 
. 3900 foldiers ai^d feamen they have on board* 

On the 1 2th we faw four fliips founder in Fort 
Royal Bay, and could not fave a foul ; every other 
(hip was blown out of the roads, and many muft 
of courfe be loft. 

In the noble town of St. Pierre every houfe is 
down, and, to my certain icnowledge, more than 
1000 perfons perilhed- At Fort Royal town,, the 
cathedral, the feven churches, and other noble and 
religious edifices, the governor's houfe, the record 
office, fenate-houfe, prifons, hofpitals, barracks, 
ftore-houfes of government and merchants, and 
upwards of 1400 other houfcs, were blown down, 
and an incredible number of perfons loft their lives. 
. The new hofpital de Notre Dame, the moft con- 
venient and elegant in the Weft Indies, iq which 
were upwards of 1 600 fick and wounded patients 
belonging to the fleet and army, was blown down, 
and the greateft part of them, with the matrons, 
nurfcs, attendants, &c. buried in the ruins.-r— 
Every ftore-oflice in the dock-yard is blown down 
and nlled with ruins. The fick-houfe of the (hip- 
wrights, &c. belonging to the yard, fliared the fate 
of that of Notre Dame, and about 100 perifhed. 

By the report of the day, the number, fuppofed 
to have perilhed upon the ifland, including negroes, 
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b computed at upwards of 9000, and the dkmage 
at upwards of 1,700,000 Loub-d'ors. 

Among thofe who have pcrifhed, are Monf. de 
Kabillame, fecond fccretary to the governor ; Monf. 
le Sabrille, furgeon of the dock-yard; Col. Efti- 
meaux of the engineers; and MefT. Malone, le 
Bourdineaux, Gra& (nephew to the commodore) 
Poltain, and Merac ; thefe I knew well when liv- 
ii^, and were capital merchants. 

The ifland of Guadaloupe muft have fuffered as 
much as us ; . and we tremble even for thofe of our 
enemies. 

ExtraH of a letter from Martinico^ by way of Am- 
Jlerdam^ dated Nov. 8, 1780. 

I SENT you by the laft packet as good an ac- 
count of' the lofs our ifland fuftained by the late 
dreadful hurricane,' as could then be obtained. In 
additicMi to that melancholy account, I am to in- 
form you, that to windward, for near 12 miles in 
length, there is not a plantation Handing ; the fugar 
grounds are covered with fand of a yellow caft, in- 
termixed with white broken Ihells, above two miles 
irom the beach ; in fome places above a foot thick; 
the ground cannot be worked again for three years 
to come at leait. 

Monf. le Caudc*s plantation, on which he had 
400 negroes^ and many of them were good work- 
men and artiils, as joiners, carpenters, millwrights, 
&c. exdufive of his domeftics and family, we 
thought had been faved from the fury of the gale, 
by lying in a valley ; but to our great furprize 
found the whole waflied away, and fear every foul 
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a lo0. M^dftme k Caude was fbuiid dsad be«» 
tween two rocks^ quite naked, aod is buried. 

At the eaft end of the ifland wa« fituated the 
tonvent of the Sc« Efprit, in which were boarded 
jind educated, not only the daughters of the prints 
cipal inhabitants of this iflandf buc aUb or our 
other Weft India iflands^ and indeed feveral from 
Europe. 

At the time of its being deftroywi there i9«ft 
in it about 96 young ladies, ibme of whom were 
near twenty . years of age ; the& ai&» with the 
whole of the convent, perifhed^ Upwards of 80 
of their bodies have been found and buried. 

Church duties are performed twice every day ip 
the fort for the fouls of thofe killed by the tem- 
peft, &c. 

The number of (bkiieri and ofi^cers, ]picelunve 
of thofe in the hpfpital, whp are miffiog, and fupr 
pofed to have perifhed, are^Rcg^Jars, $ wlomU^ 
J major, 4 captains* 7 Ueytenanw, 3 enfignst a 
ftaft 16 ferjeants, 9 drumniers, ^18 rank wd RUh 
^lititia, I major* z captains, 3 iieutenantSi i ear 
iign, 4 ferjeams^ 9 drununers, 90 rank and hl^^-r^ 
Total, ^ colonels, t majors* 6 ctptaiM, lolieute* 
fiftnts^ 4 enfigns, ^ ftafii to fegeantiSf 11 drukm*- 
mers, 408 rank and file. 

Extras of a ktttr from Gnad^kupf^ QEt. 19,. hy 
wojf of A^fiprdam. 
I EMBRACE the opportunity cxfck iailing ^ 
the king's fnow the Minerva to Old FrwcCt with 
difpatct^s from thia ifland. &it bow (to bq^n my 
ktter am at a lofi, the ftory i^ fo mdanchdy^ ^t^ 
ytf not half Jcnown. The xxcb, lath^ «nd sgdi 

inft. 
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inft. tlie rtiort: dreadful hurricane that ever blew 
from the heav.ens, this iflarid fch. This ifland ! 
the boaft and pride of France ! the nobieft buili^ 
and moft fertile in the Weft- Indies, is now in ^ 
general ftate of defolatiqn and dcftruftion. On the 
1 ith in the evening the Iky was aa red as fire, a^d 
feemed to burft with the Iqudcft claps of thunder j 
ever heard ; and, by ten at night the wind blew very 
hard. On the 12th in the morning the gale in-» 
crcafed, the -Iky darkened^ and a moft terrible 
Ihower of rain, with difmal thunder and lightnings 
continued till five in the afternoon ; about which 
time the fifliing town of St. Croix, and the village 
of AlKdoure, were wafhed away by a general fweep 
into the fea, and the inhabitants^ wi;^ites and blacks^ 
all periflied. The furf-was fo high at St. Martin's, 
aa to come clofc up ta t4ie biftiop's houfe, which by 
the violence of the wind was blown down, who un- 
fortunately, with his family^ were wafted into the 
.fea, with the whole town of St. Martin's and its 
inhabitants. T,he principal town of Baffe-^errC) 
has not a church or, houie ftanding, which on the 
1 Ith in. the morning confifted of more than iioo* 
The ecclefiaftical houfes are all down, and thc;nui9- 
bcr of whites periftied at St. Croix, All-doure, St. 
Martin's, and Baflc-terre, are near Ji400, and 
aroyt .4000 negroes and iflanders. The damage 
done to the plantations i$ incredible,, fcarce a fugar- 
houfegfcaped being blown down, or a negro favcd. 
l^he governor's report raentipns, that more ^ tlwi 
8000 negjws arc 1^, which, at forty Louis-d'ijrs 
per man (the current value) a{{K)unt$ tp 3^q,qqo 
Louis-d'ors. 

I I have 
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I haVe alfo to add to this melancholy account^ 
thclofs bf the king's fhip Pcnthicvreof eighteen 
guns, and the Cohqilcror fnow of i6 guns, arid a 
frigate of 32 guns, and all hands perifted. With 
every afliftance in the power of Europe to grant us, 
it will take a time as long as the fiege of Troy to 
put this ifland in as good a fituation as it was on 
the iQth inftant^ although all the king's ftores, by 
being built behind St» Mary's Hill, were faved.— - 
Tents inftead of houfes are ilow our portion. 

ne foltowifig are extraSiedfrom different letters^ re^ 
ceived by a principal Merchant in the City^ dated 
St. Domingo^ Nov. 4, 1780, viaJmfterdam^ 

LETTER 1. 

^HE difmal hurricane has laid wafte ibis moil 
populous and opulent iQand, the general fouree 
and pride of trddc, the honour and glory of France. 

Tne number of houfes down are incredible, gCG^ 
capital buildings, occupied by the opulent and be- 
nevolent merchants, are now a pile of ruins : the 
noble ftteet of St. Lewis, in which ftood that vene» 
rablc pile of building the cathedral, dedicated in 
the year 1701 to the blefied Virgin Mafy, finifbed 
at the enormous expence of near 40,000!. fterling, 
embelliflicd with moll coftly church furniture, iti^ 
tient paintings^ &c. now down to the ground. 

The other damages I have not been able to ob* 
tain, but they arc moderately computed at two 
millions currency, or about three hundred and fifty 
thoufand louis d'ors* 

LET. 
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LETTER II. 

Aficr giving nearhf the fame account^ proceeds^^ 

ON the 14th in the morning, fixtcen fail of 
'(hips, belides the king's frigate Atlantic, and a 
Spanifh xebcck from the Havannah, were drove 
from their anchors, and obliged to attempt to (land 
to fea. About fix or fcven fail of merchantmen 
gpt out, but the king's frigate, the Spanilh xebeck^ 
^nd nine fail of merchantman, drove on (hore upon 
the Long Ridge, called by the inhabitants Nep^* 
tuners Kitchen^ were foon beat to pieces, and all 
hands loft. Th^ fea beating in, at the fame time 
over the faluting battery W4U a^id floating the 
grand paradife^ 

LETTEit III, 

fr<m Lan^mfilU^ Secretary to the Deputy-Gavemor^ 
principal MiH^ary Sea^eiary and Deputy Navat 
Officer. 

. After recapitulating the horrots^ (^c. concludes — 

THE accounts delivered into our offices by 
order ojf ^he governor, v\{e flnd no\jr, ta be errone- 
9US, for thofe delivered in. yeftccday do not, agree 
with the former : w« now make out 6,340 perions^ 
Europeans, foMiers^ failors, coujntry-born inhabi- 
tants^ fti;angers, refidcnts, moUatoes, prii^ners of 
var,- and negroes, a^^ULaUy miffing, 

l^xtraSi of a lifter from: Grenada^ dated Eort Royaly 
0&. 2 X, 1780. 

I HOPE this letter will find you i» health and 
fpirits, whicfa^ I aflure you is not thq cs(fq ^i^ith us^ 
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there having been the greateft gales of wind ar^^ 
furf ever known in this ifland. The wind lafle4 
forty-eight hours, and the fca fwelled to fuch a 
height, that it carried away the greateft part of 
the houfcs on one part of the Bay. Meritz, Hard- 
mans, and Meffrs. Alhbqrner, Hyde, and Co. are 
down ; and Meffrs, Robert Threlfall and Co*^ 
houfes much damaged. Mr. Bennett^s houfes in 
the lower end of the Bay down, and all the other 
bpufes on that fide, except the one that Meflrs', 
Palmer and Pcgus occupy which is in grea.t 
danger. 

The greateft part of the (hipping in the 
Carenage on (here. All the droughers are either 
on fbore, or loft in the different bays in the ifland, 
JMeflrs. Edmund, Thornton and Co.'s wharf car- 
ried away, alfo Mr. Twcedy's, . All the houfes in 
the town were full of water, and the wind fo very 
hard, that the tiles of moft of the houfes were rip- 
ped off, and one houfc on th^ top of the hjU carried 
away, all the provifions in tnp country carried 
away, and a great part of the canes •, a great num- 
ber of works, , buildings, and negroe-houfes, fwe'pt 
off fome eftates -, many people have. had all carried 
away by the nvcr : the furf ftill conrinues high,^ it 
was up as far as Meffrs. Bartlet and Company's 
boufe. 

- We have received accounts from. - St. Vincent's^ 
that' all the (hipping there was on fhore ; a Frericll 
frigate called the Jur^o, loft there-, air the ftores 
and provifions \oQ:.. / . . •^ 
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4 Merchant of, eminence in $be Gty. bos favtmred ue 
with the following letter from the ijland ofSt.Vin^ 
cent^ which be received by ivs^ of Holland^ dated 
St. Fincent^ Oa. 28, 1780. 

BEFORE this reaches you, perhaps you may 
have received information from fome of the Eng- 
lifli iflands of the gene: U devaftatioh made by the 
Jate dreadful hurricane ; by the courfe it took, 1 
am of opinion fcarce an ifland but fuffered verjf 
qonfiderably, and St. Vincent*s, 1 believe, not to 
betheleaft. 

On the 6th inftant, about nine in the morning, 
we were alarmed with the moft terrible clip Sf 
thunder I ever heard m my life, which was imme- 
diately followed by a fudden darknefs, attended 
with fuch terrible flafhes of lightning, a^ foreboding 
a general diflblution of the worid. 

About noon the wind raged with the greateft 
violence from the N. N. W. which brought the 
furge of the fea clofe up to the governor's houfe. 

At this period one half of the town that lay moft 
open to the bay #as entirely blowri dawn« The 
wind ihifting foutherly, the ruins Were waflicd into 
the fea> through the rapidity of the water running 
;o the bay, by the fudden change and increafedf 
the. wind. . 

By eight b*clock nothing but ruins and dead 
iiodiea were floating^ and driving, d^wn from the 
yallics into the bay.. Every art, to fecure the go»- 
yernor's houfe and ftatc barracks were in V^n, 

The three churches were blown, down to the 
ground, as was all the remaining part of the town 
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in the courfe of the night ; and happy was it for 
thofe who were iheltered in the fort, which is 
unhun^ 

Jn the afternoon of the 7th, the wind an^ ftorm 
;ibatcd, and we ventured out from the fort for about 
f wo hours, and brought in feveral poor inhabitants 
who had faved tl\emielves by creeping in the holes 
of the rocks on the brink of the town, among(^ 
Vhom are A^adame Langue and her fon, about 14 
years old, yrhofe hufband was lieutenant-colonel of 
the army) a^d fepond in military command, who 
unfortunately loft his life early in the evenirig of 
the 6th ; the body, we fear, is waihe4 into the fea. 

By the eftimatcs, roughly as they ar? made, our 
lofs t^compyted at 470,600 Iquis 4'ors, and about 
jSo,ooo ditto, vpon t'he king's account of Aores.—* 
The deaths very many indeed, ! amongft whom arq 
fome of the principal pcopl? of the iQand^ 



■ipip^ii^ 



Pafis^ 2<xjian. lyi^i , — MoiiCde Vergeimes, fecrc- 
tary of ftateror the foreign department, has received 
911 order of council, approved of by the king, (Ok 
draw upon MonC Neckar, in his ol^ial capacity^ 
for a fum not exceeding one million of crowns, as 
a ^ from the nation to the diftreflM inhabitants 
of the French Weft India iflands. Subicriptions 
4re alfo opened at the bankers houfes in Paris, 
Nantz, &c. under th^ management of a committer 
9f mtrchaiits. 

SeCJION 
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SECTION VL 
ACCOUNT fromSt. EUSTATIA* 

ExtraSt of a ktttrfrm that IJland^ 0^, 25, 1780. 

rp H E le Blonde French letter of marque go- 
•*' ing from hence to Nantz, our governor takes 
the opportunity of fending hi$ difpatches, but fuch 
\^ere never before received in HpUand \ no lefs than 
the total deftruftion of this once fertile noble fettle- 
ment by a moft violent hurricane. 

On the loth inftant, at eleven in the mornings 
the iky on a fudden blackened all around ; it look*-^ 
ed as difmal as night, attended with the moft vio- 
lent rains, thunder, lightning, and wind ever be- 
fore known. 

In the afternoon the gale incrcafed. Seven Ihips 
were drove on (hore near North Point, and dafhed 
to pieces on the rocks ; they were bound for Eu- 
rope, and every foul, officers and men, perifhed. 
Nineteen other (hips cut their cables, and ftood to 
fea ; only one of which is returned, in a moft dif- 
mal fituation. We fear others have not weathered 
the ftorm. 

In the night every houfe to the northward and 
fquthward of the fettlement w^s blown down, and 
v^afhed away, with the inhabitants, into the fea ;. 
fomc few only efq^ping, which crawled up tho^ 
mountains, and hid themfelves in iarge holes, 
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among whom myfelf and wife were two : I carried 
her, naked as we were, upon my back, crajvlingup 
upon my hands and knees-^and, thank God^ mirav 
culoufly efcaped. 

The houfcs to the eaft and weft, and the plan- 
tations thereon, were not (q much hurt, to which 
many people fled, thinkinj^ they fhould be fafe ; but 
alas! in the afternoon of the nth, the wind on a 
fvidden fhifted to the Qaftward, and at night it blew 
with redoubled fury, and fwept civery hqufe, ftore- 
houfe, negro-hut, fugar-houfe, ftill-houfe, couijttjr 
barracks, churches, and other edifices upon the 
plantations of MefT. Oofter, Rooker, Van Lewys, 
Vaftoon, Miarray, Le Breton, Van Coerffce, and 
the town and plantation of Oudjclbergen, the villa^ 
of Troubeen, and the valley Colfter, The princi- 
pal edifices left ftanding are the new and old fort, 
the States barracks and ho^ital, with the cathedral,* 
alnd four other churches. The deftruftion of people 
on this melancholy event are reputed (whites and 
blacks) between 4 and 5000. . 
' Thd pecuniary lofs cannot be computed, much 
mcwe afcertaihed at prefcnt, the whole place rc- 
preienting a general pile of rub. The whites are 
buried on (horc, but the negroes are, by order of 
the governor and council of ftate, carried at leaft 6 
miles to fca, where they were flung overboard, with 
large ftones tied to their feet, to prevent any ill con- 
feqaences arifing from being buried afhore, there 
being fuch great numbers of them. 

The governor appropriates the forts, churches^ 
&c. to the reception of the inhabitants, and the re- 
eeiving fuch furniture and ftores as may or can be 
faved from the ruins : and a committee of fafety is 

appoindng 
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appointed from the remaining few of the principal 
merchants, of which the governor is prefidcnt, for 
the belter condufting the bufmefs with alacrity and 
humanity. 

Perfons well known to the writer of the let- 
ter, who are now no more, principal African mcrir* 
chants and tradefmcn,- 



Men. 

Major StcWard, 

Capts. Frieflc, 

De Beck, 
Fricfhman, 

Mtff. Oofteer, 

Van Lewys, 

Murray, len. 

Le Breton, 

Vandcrmayne, 

Pullman, 

Reftalmon, 

Byrche, 

Jacobs, 

Kempenfelt, 

Nichols, 

Peeruynift, 



Men. 
Murray, jgn, 
Poldecr. 

Women. 
Lady of Capts, De Beck, 

Le Breton — 2. child^ 

Vandermayne, 

Byrche, 

Nichols —2 children, 

Poldeer— X child, 
Mefda- D. L'Auteure, 

Schorillia, 

Schomberg, 

Van D'Acoft, 
Four young ladies on vi- 
fits from Europe." 



It does not yet appear that the Spanilh Iflands,* 
or that St. Croix, which belongs to the D^nes, 
have fu(lainc;d any material damage* 
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SECTION VII, 

Tux PETITIONS TO. AiJD RESOLUTION? 
OF, THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, &c. 

In confequence of the foregoing Advices from Jamaita 
and Barbadoi^ a Meeting was held on the iith of 
January^ by the Merchants and Planters in Lon- 
don^ fupported by the Lord Mayor^ who, together, 
'with the Corporation^ agreed upon the foUowing. 
Petitions to Parliament^ previous to the Opening of 
other Refources in Behalf of the difirejfed Sufferers 
in thofe IJlands. 



fo the Honourable the Houfe of Commons. 

Vi7 E the under-written mijrchants and planters, 
•i^ having concerns in the ifland of Jamaica,' 
with all hvimility beg Ipave to inform your ho- 
nours, that on the 3d oi Odober laft there hap- 
pened in Wcftmoreland and Hanover parilhes, in 
the ifland of Jamaica, a terrible earthquake, anci 
hurricane, and inundation, which has not only: 
overturned and deftroyed moft of the dwellings oif 
the inhabitants, but has alfo done great damages 
to the crops and the ffuits of the earth. 

We do not pretend to be able to defcribe, fron^ 
any advices yet received, the fpeeific damages or 
particulars oi the lofles of the inhabitants \ Iput we 
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kire authorized to fay, thlt therf diftfefles arie fo 
great and extenfivc, that it is not in the power of 
any other than the honourable houfe of IcgiflatOre 
t6 adminifter to their relief, for which reafon we 
humbly pray your honours for affiftance, in im- 
mediate alleviation of their calamities, as your wif- 
doms Ihall thiilk meet. 

Signed by 

STEPHEN FULLER, 

iAgtntfor the JfiaAJj and rnan^ other Gentlemen. 

Prefented by Lord J^ortk 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in 
Parliament ajfemhled. 

The bumble Petition of the Planters^ Merchants^ and 
others^ refident in England^ and interefied in the. 
jyiand of Barbados^ in behalf of. themf elves and of 
their Fellow-fuffer&s^ the Inhabitants of the /did 
Jflandy 

ShewetH) 

THAT the iiland of Barbados is the moft a«- 
cient Englifli colony in the Weft Indies j evdr ai:* 
tuated by the principles df loyalty t6 the crown^ 
and love of the Britilh conftitution ; valued for the' 
pecvdiar advaintigcs of its fitiiation^' the nunrtber of 
inhabitants in propdrtion to its eitent j and, till of 
late, for the fertility of its foil 5 and on thefc feVf- 
rd accounts has been favoured with th'6 prdte^- 
tibn, fuccour, and' fupporc of thfe parent ftite, iH 
Which it hsts ncvcfr failed of making fuitiBW fctdrni' 
K a of 
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of gratitude and afFeftion* The voluntary contri- 
bution of men and money during the late war, and 
the offers of fupplies of provifions, during the pre- 
fcnt to admiral Barrmgton, who refufed the dona-^ 
tioH) from an apprehenfion that the donors would 
themfelvcs be diftrcffed by fuch generofity^ are par- 
ticular recent inftances of that general condu<9:,, 
which has ever invariably tcftified the liioft grateful 
attachment and regard to this country : 

That in this happy relative fituation of a colony 
flourifhing under a proteding ftate, the inhabitants 
of this ifland had continued for a great length of 
time ; truly fenfible of the ineftimable bleffings 
they enjoyed under that protection, and ever deem- - 
ing the continuance of it the fure and folid founda- 
tion of theii^ welfare and profperity, when it expe- 
rienced a fad reverie of fortune; Natural evils, 
againft which human prudence could not provide, 
an extraordinary failure of accullomed rains, 
blights of feveral kinds, and vermin of various 
dcfcriptions fpread fuch dcfolation over the 
country, as, within a ihort fpace of time, to diini- 
niih its annual produce to no lets than half the 
ufual quantity, to the injury of the niothcr coun- 
try no Icis' than to the impoverishment of the 
colony* 

That, in this alarming fituation, the people, 
though they fenfibly felt the weight of their mif- 
fortunes, confoled themfelves with the hopes of 
better times, and the expectation of retrieving their 
circumftances by redoubled diligence and ceco- 
nomy. And when they were at length flattered 
with the agreeable profped of a happy change, by 
the extraordinary appearance in the general tace of 
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the courttry, on a fuddcn, in an awful momdnt^ 
all their hopes were blafted, and the mcafure of 
their woe filled up by a moft dreadful calamity -, a 
tempeft, the violence of which perhaps has never 
been furpaflcd, extending over the whole ifland, 
affcfting almoft every individual, and reducing to 
diftrefs the greateft part of the inhabitants^ Of 
near four hundred plantations, fcarcc one has ef* 
caped the general calamity ; moft have fuftaraed 
very confidcrable, and many almoft irreparable 
damage. Almoft aU the buildings, nearly ono 
half of the cattle, and many flaves have been de- 
ftroycd. Several towns have fufiercd, and the 
principal one in particular, in a Ihocking degree; 
and from all thefe caufes, the inhabitants, to the 
amount of above 20,000 whites* were left ahnoft 
deftitute of habitations, food, suid r^ment. But aa 
the feelings of unhappy fufFerers, biaffed by their 
. own particular loffes, or the private accounts of 
others, may be thought to exaggerate the general 
diftrefs, they are willing to reft this cafe on the 
official papers tranfmitted from the iQand to his 
majcfty^s miniftcrs, to which they humbly beg 
leave to refer : 

That in thefe deplorable circumftances, your 
petitioners are naturally led to look up, and take 
refuge in the humanity, liberality, and policy ot 
this honourable houfc, from v/hehcc they nioft hum- 
bly hope to receive fpecdy and efftaual reliefs fuch 
relief as will hot only fecure them from impending 
want, but by affifting them to ereft a-new thar 
buildings, and to procure other neccflancs, ^ble 
them to cultivate again their eftates. Should the 
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\lhbapp]i[ fuflferers be fo fbrturtacc as to ttcwfi 
irom parliament Tuch generous aid, they entertiiii 
a fanguinfe hope^ and think it riot ill-founded^ that 
the late dreadful calanlity being Attended wkh th^ 
good efFeft of removing former evils, the ifland 
will foon fee its ancient fertility revive, again flou- 
filh, and, in proportien to its bwn wealth and 
affluence, bring i^irealth aikl affluence to the parem 
ftate. 

You^ petitiowrs therefore vm^ hunibly pray^ 
that this honourable Houfe will be pleafed to take 
the peculiar t:afe of the ifland of Barbados, ^ de^ 
tached as it is ilofn any other cafe^ into th.eir feri* 
ous confideratioiil, and graht the unhappy fufFerers 
fuch diftinft and fepar^e relief as to this nonourabl^ 
Hdtife in their great wifdom fliall feem meet 3 
and your petitioners, as in duty bounds (hall ever 
pray, 6fc. 

Daniel Lafcelies, 
jphnBrathwaite, 
William Blcnmart^ 
John Trent, 
Xhomas Walker, 
Williarfi Fitzherbert j 
John Lucie Blackman^ 
John Bond, 
: V Alexander Abraham^ 

Samud Eft wick, Agmfpr tht IfianL 

Prefmtei ly At. EftwicL 
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9& ibd Hcnoupahle the Ctmmms ofGrsat Britain^ i^ 
Partiamnt affmbkd. 

T'be bumble Petition of the Lord Mayor ^ Mermen^ 
and Commons of the City of London^ in Commoth 
council ajfembled^ 

Sheweth, 

That your petitioners muft ever ^)^ fenfibly afieft- 
cd by every event which concerns the intcrefts of 
any part of their fellow fubjefts, and cannot there- 
fore b? indifferent fpeftators of thpfe dreadful cala-. 
rnities with which it has pleafed Diviae Providence 
lately to vifit the Britifh Weft-India iQaqds, at ^ 
time when this nation is engaged in a wa?*, the prin-i 
cipal feait of which has been in that quarter of tho 
Britifli dominions. 

Your petitioners are not iijfenfible of the uniyer- 
fal and uhboundjcd benpvolenc^ of the in4ividualj| 
ofthis country, which fo eminently marks the na- 
tional charafter, and makes Britons tl^c adiniratipn 
of all foreigners. 

But lofles of iuch magnitude, and which requirq 
immediate reparation to the fuffcrers, in order to 
prevent their total ruin, mpft fa»r exceed the powers 
of private benefaftions, and (as your petitioner^ 
numbly conceive) claim immediate relief from, the 
hand of Parliament. 

Your petitioners, therefore, in behalf of their 
fuffering fellow-fubjefts in,the Vyeft- Indies, hum- 
bly fupplicate the immediate attention of Parlia-? 
inent to ^ fubjeft of fo great importance to the com- 
fnercial interefts of this kjng^orii, a^nd buq)bly prajj 
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that 'this honourable Houfe will grant the fufFcrers 
fDch immediate and efiedual relief as to them in 
their great wifdom ihall feem meet. 

Prefented at the Bar by the Sbtriffs. 

On Tucfday Jan. 23d the Houfe met for the firit 
time fince their adjournment, when the petitions 
aforefaid were prefented, and lord North fignified 
his majefty's approbation to the fame; and the 
next day the Houfe having refolved itfelf into a 
committee qf fupply, his lordfliip rofe and expati- 
ated on the nature of the misfortunes thefe iflands 
Jiad fuftained by the late hurricanes, which he faid 
had reduced them to the loweft ftate of wretched- 
nefs, and well intitled them to feme alfiftance from 
the parent ftate j but it was not expefted th^t thQ 
benevolence of this country fhould extend to a to- 
tal indemniScation for their loflcs •, nor were the 
propofitions he (hould offer formed on that idea^ 
This calamity was a private hard(hip,j it was true,^ 
prefling more immediately on one part pf the em- 
pire; but misfortunes every part was liable tp, and, 
our own turn might be next ; it could not there- 
fore be thought reafonabje that the people of this, 
countrv fhould entirely exonerate the Weft Indians 
from the burthen of their diftref^. He intended to 
propofe nothing . more than a relief to the poorer 
dais of fufferers, who were leaft able to fupport or 
retrieve th^ir lofles, a gift merely of benevolence, 
and not of reparation. As to the more opulent in-t 
habitants, though we might, and (hould fymp^- 
thize with their diftrefs, circumftances confidefed* 
it would not be prudent to think of offering them 
any adequate relief. On this view of the bufmefs, 

it 
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it would be poffible to do all that the houfe intend-.' 
cd, without any evidence to afcertain the exa6t 
amount of the damage done : for that fome inftanc 
relief was reauifite, public notoriety fvifficiently 
proved, and they might exercife their judgment in 
determining the quantum. 

His lordihip next took a comparative view of 
the lofles ftjftained in the two iflands of Jamaica and 
Barbados. In the former, two parjflbcs only were 
wafted^ but the whole iflaod of Barbados was de- 
ftroyed^ Were the amount of the lofs in point of 
property deftroyed, however, only to be confider- 
ed, of were the gift to be in proportion to the var 
lue of their commerce >yith this country, the twoi 
parilhes in Jamaica which were injured, rpight claim^ 
inore regard than the whole ifland of Barbados-, 
but on the principle of benevolence the latter Ibould 
undoubtedly have the largeft fupply ; for in Ja- 
maica very few but opulent planters had fuffered, 
jand in the other ifland there were vaft numbers of 
jpoor entirely ruined. Befides this, it was to be re- 
membered, that ias a fmall part oiily of Jamaica had 
Ipft much by the hurricane, the remainder of that 
country could afford much relief to their indigent 
neighbours, and be able at leaft to fupply them 
with viands v while in Barbados the whole crop wa$ 
deftroyed, and the entire face of the country made 
d^folate, fo that the miferable poor could e^peft no 
aid from internal charity. 

Thcfe reafons, his lordfhip laid, had gone fo far 
with fome gentlemen^ t^at they would have had tha 
gift to one ifland four times as large as that to th^ 
Qtherj but thinking that proportion rather un- 

^4 reafonable^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 8* 3 

irafonablc, he ftiowld only propofe -that Barbados 
ftiould have tvricc as much as Jamaica, With 
refpeft to the fum proper to be given to each, and 
the mode of diftribution, he was of opinion, that 
part Ihould be fent over in money, part in provi- 
fions and lumber, in fuch proportions as.,ihauld be 
deemed beft sidapted to the exigehcies of the fufFert 
crs, which, when arrived at the iflands, Ihould bq 
diftributed there in the moft impartial manner by 
the veftries, afllfted by the goyernofs and council i 
for the particular neceffitie^ of each inhabitant coulq 
only be known on the fpot. 

His lordlhip concluded by moving, that 8o,oooL 
be granted to his majefty, to be dilpofcd of as to 
his majeft-y jlhall fcem bpft, for the relief of the 
jfland of Barbados i and for that of Jamaicai^ 
4.0,0001. 

After fome conyerfation between his lordfeip, 
Mr. Eftwicl^, Mr. Pul^i^ney, and Mr. Burke, in 
which the latter fuggefted that an open committee 
of Weft-India merchants in London might bcft di- 
reft th(5 T^afury in the application of the money, 
thefe motions yere agreed to unanimoufly. 

Sir William Guife hinted that it would be pro- 
per thefe gifts fliould be jflued from the treafury 
without f?e or deduction ; with this lord North im-r 
mediately concurred, and, framing another rcfq- 
|ution tp that effcft, It was alfp agreed to* 
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^Tis unneccftary to add that, the Upper-Houfe 
will, undoubtedly^ pafs this hiH into an aft with 
equal difpatch and humahity t nothihg therefore 
how remains, but for tb^ public to imitate the ex- 
emplary cortduft of parliament, and to promote, 
in conjunftioii with the following named com- 
mittee, that plan of national benevolence, regard, 
and proteftion, which muft do honour to them- 
felves, artd be rewarded vrith the bleffings oi 
thoufands. • . 

^be Gentkmen appointed to manage the Bufinefs of the 
Suhfcriptions. 

PRESIDENT, 

The Right Honourable Sir WATKIN LEWES, 
Knight, Lord Mayor, 

VlCE-I^kESIDENTS an© TREASURERS, 

Richard Nc^vc, Efq. 
Samuel Eftwick, Efq. 
Daniel Lafcciks, Ef<j. 
William Manoingy £fq» 
Tho4nas Boddington, Eiq. 
Silvanus Bevan, £fq», 
Bcefton Long, Eft]*, 
Stephen Fuller, Elij. 
Richani Seckford, IS^. 
John Lucie Blackmao, Efq. 
John Brathwaite, Efq. 

La COM- 
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COlViMlttEE. 

John Trciit, Efq. 
Thomas Walker, Efq* 
Robert Smith, Efq. 
Neil Malcolm^ Efq. 
R. J. Laurence, Efq. 
Robert Barclays Efq. 
John Fuller, Efq. 
General Oglethorp, 
Simiiel Vaughan, Efqi 
William Vaughan, Efq. 
Richard Vaffall,, Efq. . 
Charles Long, Efq. 
George Drake, Efq. 
Thomas Hibbert^ Efq\ 
Jon^ Hanway, Efq- 
John Thornton, Efq. 
James Wcbfter, Efq. 
David Wcbfter, Efq. 
John Allen, Efq. 
Samuel Long, Efq. 
Beefton Long, juti^ Efqi 
Peckc Fuller^ Efq. 
Rofc Fuller, Efq* 
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Mr. Alexander Abrahams^ 
Jdhn Furrier, Efq. 
Mn Thomas Dunnage, 
Mr. Ryland, 
J. M. Heywood, Efq. 
WiHiamlhnes, Efq. 
Thomas Odwin, Efq. 
Henry Dawkins, Efij. 
Edward Morant, Efq; 
Richard Pennant, Efq^ 
Chaloncr Arcedeckne, Efq. 
Rice James, Efq. 
William Gale, Efq. 
Thomas Stofer, Efq. 
Robert Cooper Lee, Efq. 
James Kerr, Elq. 
Philip Dehany, Efq, 
, William Crichton, ^fq. 
William Blenman, Efq. 
Richard Atkinfon, Efq* 
Horton James, Efq. 
W. Bilhop, Efq. 
Mr. Thomas Plummcr, 
Jdin Bond, Efq. 
Rev. Dr. Kyte, 
Mr. James Sharp, 
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budky Long, Eftj^ 
William Fitzhcrbcit, E% 
Samud AlprefS) £iq. 
Robert Ladbroke,, £% 
William Muic^ Efq. 
Nathaniel Bayly, £% 
John Boutfcei £(q. 
William DaUf^, E(q& 
Mr« David Evans, 
Johin Aigtll Gofiing, tiqi 
John Walter^ Efq. 

JAMES ALLEN, Secretai^: 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

^Tp H E Committee appointed for receiving fulv. 
•*' fcriptions for the relief of the unhappy fuf- 
ferers in Jamaica and Barbados do give notice 
%o all bodies corporate, focieties, and the public 
in^neral, that fubfcriptions will be received by 
the feveral bankers in London and Wcftminftcr, 
for this benevolent purpofc. And it is requefted, 
that all fubfcriptions, in any other part of Great 
Britain, or in Ireland, be paid into the hands of 
any bankers in or near the places of collection, to 
be by them remitted to their correfponding bankers 
in London, and that notice of fuch remittances be 
from time to time given to this Committee, at the 
Marine Society's office in Bifhopfgate-ftrect. 

Ali bankers in Great-Britain and Ireland are 
.requcfted to open fubfcription-bpoks immediately, 
in order to promote an objeft of fuch importance. 

The public may be affured, that the whole pro- 
ceedings of the Committee will, from time to time, 
te laid before them, and the money collected ap- 
" plied as frugally and expeditioufly as poflible for 
the relief of the fuffcrer$. 
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